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Key Dates Term 4 2021

18th October - First day of term 4

12th November - Canterbury Anniversary day

17th November - Sports Prize Giving

22nd November - NCEA exams strat

25th November - TOD School closed

15th December - Full school prizegiving

16th December - Last school day for 2021



Kia ora koutou parents and whānau,

It’s been fantastic to be back at school this term after being away on 
sabbatical during term two. A huge thank you to Bob Norrish who stepped 
into the role of Acting Principal in my absence and by all accounts did a 
fantastic job. If you are wondering where Bob is now, he is up at Hanmer 
Springs School in the role of acting Principal once again. There is no rest for 
that man. Also, a big thank you to Jane Marsh and Iain Thompson and all the 
staff that ensured the school ran smoothly over the term. It is the measure of 
a good school and shows the capacity we have within our staff.

Term three has certainly not been without its challenges and we have 
managed to notch up the trifecta of closures, snow, wind and pandemic, on 
top of the flooding closures in term 2. Returning to school on a Thursday 
and the subsequent closing on Friday due to winds and power outages was 
not a great start to our exit from learning at home. Sadly alongside many, 
if not most in our community the school did suffer some damage to our 
technology block and staffroom, but overall we were pretty lucky and all has 
been repaired. We know that this isn’t the case for many of you out there and 
the number of burn piles mounting up around the community only gives a 
glimpse of the damage that happened. 

I really enjoyed my term away on sabbatical and especially the opportunity 
to visit Area Schools, High Schools and Kura Kaupapa across the country. 
It was a truly valuable experience to be able to visit with and learn about 
the unique culture, context, challenges and successes of the schools. I 
did concentrate much of my time in Northland, the Coromandel and the 
central North Island. What opened my eyes was that although these schools 
share similar challenges it was how different we are and how varied are 
our individual contexts and Hurunui College is certainly no different. What 
also stood out was how community focused our area schools are and how 
hard we are working to promote high expectations for all our students. A 
major focus of my journey was looking at cultural responsive practice and 
leadership and how schools reflect and embrace the cultural significance and 
local history of their area. At the forefront of my mind was the idea that if I 
picked up the school and dropped it in another area of the country, would it 
look out of place? When I think about this and our own school, what actually 
reflects our local history and environment and right now I’d admit very little. 

As part of the new primary build, we are trying to rectify this and want to bring 
in elements that reflect our people, history and whenua/land. As part of this, 
we will be looking to access feature rocks from the four corners of our rōpū/
catchment and will be reaching out to local landowners for contributions 
towards this. If you are able to contribute please get in touch. Some of this work 
has also started through the rewriting of the Hurunui Way, one of our guiding 
documents. This document has been rebranded as Kaupapa te Kura o Hurunui, 
which translates very literally to, how we do things here. We have looked to 
better capture the cultural narrative of our area in this document, both pre and 
post European settlement, and create a clear link between this and what we do 
in our school. 

Cell Phones in School - At the beginning of this term we implemented the 
full restriction of cellphone use for all students in the school. Overall we have 
been very pleased with how the majority of students have complied with the 
new rules and the impact it has had on student behaviour at school. We are 
seeing students more active during break times and less distracted during class 
times. For the few cellphones that have been confiscated, we thank parents for 
supporting the rules and coming in to collect the devices. 

Building Developments - It’s great to see the progress continuing on our 
new junior primary lock. There have been some delays and challenges as is 
evident across the building sector due to Covid and the supply of materials; 
we are hopeful that we are still on track to be moved into the space for the 
beginning of the 2022 school year. Fingers crossed. We are also in the process 
of developing plans for a new playground and scooter/bike pump track on the 
site of the old classrooms that will be removed. This is a really exciting Board run 
and funded project that we hope will begin in early 2022. It is great to finally be 
giving attention and revitalise the primary end of the school. 

Teacher Only Day - This is a reminder of the final teacher only day for the year 
on Thursday 25th November. This is the fourth in the series of teacher only days 
directed by the Ministry of Education.

I wish you all a fantastic next couple of weeks with your children at home and I 
look forward to being back on deck in term 4. 

Nāku noa, nā

Stephen Beck

Tumuaki - Principal

Hurunui College

Nga Kōrero ā te Tumuaki



STICKS N STONES AND MENTAL 
HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK

Over the school holidays Luke Chisnall, 
Herewini Rata McLeod, Josh Gunn, 
Tahia Beck, Ella Ferguson, Sean 

Hassall, Josh Evans and Ebony Varnam 
attend the New Zealand Area Schools Sports 
Tournament in Dunedin. Congratulations 
to these selected students who were able 
to attend the tournament and go on to 
making South Island and New Zealand 
representative teams. At the beginning of 
term 3 we had a busy schedule lined up for 
sport for both the Juniors and Seniors but 
unfortunately we were unable to run most 
of our planned events due to the Covid 
19 outbreak and lockdown. We kicked off  
the term with our annual yr 7-13 ski trip 
to Mt Lyford (3rd August) where we were 
provided with absolutely stunning weather 
and fresh snow. This was of course the last 
trip we got to hold for the term due to the 
lockdown. Our school netball team was 
looking forward to attending the South 
Island SecondarySschool(SISS) Tournament 
held in Timaru in week 7, but unfortunately 

We have all heard the saying “Sticks 
and stones may break my bones, 
but words will never hurt me…” 

But in recent years, words have become the 
new common predicament. That is why this 
term, the entire wellbeing team - Jacob Ward 
(Headstudent for Wellbeing), Jess Davison 
(Guidance Counselor), Hayley Ross (Student 
Council) - has begun devising a framework 
for the student-led initiative known as Sticks 
N Stones which is designed to promote 
positivity, empower us, as young people to 
have skills, confidence and connections to 
be ourselves and support the people around 
us to feel equal, respected and accepted! “Be 
your best self!”

At the time of the publication being 
composed, we will already be engaging 
in the annual week known as mental 

health awareness week. The theme for 
this year's awareness week is Nature and 
Environment, and getting young people 
more involved with outdoor conservation and 
awareness. There are five ways to wellbeing, 
and each day of the week represents a various 
theme to mental health.

CONNECT / ME WHAKAWHANAUNGA Talk and 
listen, be there, and feel connected.

KEEP LEARNING / ME AKO TONU  Embrace 
new experiences, see opportunities, surprise 
yourself!

TAKE NOTICE / ME ARO TONU Remember the 
simple things that give you joy.

BE ACTIVE / ME KORI TONU Do what you can, 
enjoy what you do, move your mood

GIVE / TUKUA Your time, your words, your 
presence.

Remember to show your true ability 
and be the best person you can be, 
because this week is a time to show your 

sentiments. Take time to kōrero/mā te kōrero, 
ka ora - A little chat can go a long way!

Jacob Ward

this was cancelled. In the same week we 
were planning on holding the annual 7 aside 
tournament for years 4-8 which was again 
cancelled due to covid but we were able 
to hold a variation of the tournament with 
just our school in week 9. Congratulations 
to our senior girls basketball team who won 
their final on the 17th of September and 
took home 1st place in their division, and 
to the senior boys team for coming 6th in 
their grade!!  As we close off the term the 
junior basketball session is just kicking off, 
thank you to the students who have put 
their hands up to give basketball a go and 
we wish you all the best for the upcoming 
games. We look forward to hopefully having 
a less disrupted term 4 and we look forward 
to seeing you all next term. Thanks. Head StudentHead Student

Tahlia BeckTahlia Beck

SportSport

Head StudentHead Student

Katie GunnKatie Gunn

Arts and CultureArts and Culture

Term three has honestly been a bit 
of a muddly one! Many projects for 
Arts and Culture being cancelled or 

at least put on hold this term due to the 
Covid-19 lockdown. Throughout lockdown 
NCEA students worked hard prepping for 
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their mock exams that are in the last week 
of this term. Mocks are extra important 
this year due to Covid-19 and I know all 
of our students are working hard to do 
their best. This term saw the whole school 
Mihi Whakatau at the start of this term to 
welcome new arrivals to our school. In our 
learning communities we carried on school 
wide kapa haka, but again was drastically put 
on hold due to the lockdown. For this reason 
we have paused kapa haka practises for the 
rest of the term, although we are hopeful 
that we can have a run through of the 
school waiata and haka at the end of term 
assembly, and recommence with regular 
practise in Term 4. This term a number of 
our NCEA music students were set to head 
to Rangiora New Life and perform their solo 
and group standards but unfortunately that 
was cancelled due to restrictions placed, 
now these students are having to send 
video submissions of their performances. 
We certainly look forward to hearing these 
performance later in the year. Many events 
were cancelled due to Covid-19 this term, 
a Music festival trip was also cancelled. 
However these holidays 5 senior students 
are heading to the The NZ Area Schools 
Music Camp on the 5th-8th of October at Ao 
Tawhiti Unlimited Discovery in Christchurch, 
where they will get put in bands and develop 
their performance skills, meet new people 
and perform to live audiences. The NZ Area 
Schools Performance is on the 7th October 
for anyone who would like to watch these 
students perform! For more info please 
email arts@hurunuicollege.school.nz. It is 
an awesome opportunity to watch these 
talented students perform so come along!! 
This term Arts and Culture has been a bit 
more quiet than usual due to circumstances 
put upon us all. Seniors are all busy prepping 
for their exams and mocks. It is awesome to 
see our students getting so heavily focused 
in their Arts and Cultural subjects outside of 
our school as usual! Bring on Term 4!! 

Head StudentHead Student

Jacob WardJacob Ward

Health and WellbeingHealth and Wellbeing

As we are finally reaching the 
endpoint of the year, we have had a 
rollercoaster of a ride! Mother nature 

has been throwing us obstacles left right 
and centre, and although we have returned 
to some sort of normality, we still have a 
lot of obstacles to face, and with the ones 
that we have already gotten past, they have 
come with a lot of excess stress, anxiety, and 
uncertainty. Yet through all the precarious 
times, I have seen much endurance and 
resilience with the students. At this crucial 
point in the year, students need parental, 
adult, and peer support so that they can 
achieve their maximum potential. I have 
loved seeing all the students develop over 
the year, and we have come so far in the 
advancement of wellbeing. Another term 
down, one to go! After three entire terms, 
approximately 2/3rds of the year completed, 
we are finally reaching the culmination of 

2021 at Hurunui College. At the beginning 
of this term, Myself and Jess Davison 
(the guidance counsellor) constructed a 
framework of incorporating the student-
led initiative known as Sticks N Stones, a 
wellbeing group that used to be prevalent 
in our school. Since lockdown last year, the 
entire concept was seemingly disbanded. 
This group is designed to promote 
positivity and sanction young people to 
have skills, confidence, and connections to 
be ourselves and support those around us, 
whether it be our peers or close friends, to 
feel equal, respected and embraced. We got 
in touch with the CEO of this group (Karla 
Sanders) and now we are currently looking 
for a group of enthusiastic young people 
to get involved with this initiative so that 
we can finally begin making a positive step 
towards an amiable school environment. 
Along with Sticks N Stones, mental health 
awareness week is coming up from the 27th 
of September to the 4th of October. It is an 
annual event that is executed by the mental 
health foundation. The theme for 2021 is 
nature and environment and getting young 
people more harmonious with nature. On 
the 24th of September, we held a whole 
school mufti day to show awareness of 
Mental Health just before mock exams.  This 
term, our monthly PB4L meetings were not 
at full capacity due to the lockdown that we 
experienced a few weeks ago. Due to this 
factor, not many developments have been 
discussed between the group, however, all 
the teachers and the student administration 
have been in close consultation discussing 
ways that we can best support students 
at this uncertain time. This is also the case 
with the student council, as lockdown has 
hampered our ability to meet face to face.  
Our RISE value for this term was Integrity 
and I have been so pleased with the amount 
of people who have been displaying the 
traits of integrity. Integrity is essentially 

taking initiative and doing things not for a 
reward, but for the satisfaction that it gives 
you, being honest, being responsible and 
taking accountability for your actions. I have 
seen the entire student body showing these 
traits, and lockdown has not hindered this 
ability. Like I stated last term, the student 
body has shown that they can develop a 
better moral standard for our school. Next 
term's value is Service, and I look forward 
to seeing the entire student body showing 
this value throughout their daily school 
life. I have thoroughly enjoyed this term, 
and as a school, I know we will get through 
these uncertain times with the support of 
our faculty, parents, and our supportive 
community. I look forward to spending my 
last few months as Head Student, while 
making a positive change in the school! I 
also wish safety, happiness, and comfort to 
everyone as we come to the apotheosis of 
the year!
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Bronwyn Gunn

Jake Abbott

SENIOR 
BASKE TBALL

Hurunui College entered a 
Senior Boys and a Senior 
Girls basketball team. They 

played in Christchurch on Friday 
nights. Both teams had some 
tough games but did really well 
being positive and not letting the 
opposition upset their game plan.

The boys team came 6th in their 
grade and the girls got to play their 
final after lockdown and won the 
Open Division 3 section A  25-20. 
Well done girls!! Well done to both 
teams and a huge thanks to Jason 
Moore and Julie Topp for coaching.  

LOCKDOWN 
BUBBLATHLON

Due to lockdown cancelling 
the Primary Sports 
Canterbury Duathlon the 

participants were asked to do the 
1st ever  bubblathlon.  They could 

do what ever distance they wanted 
to and the Hurunui College 
students and their families had a 
great time doing it.

JAKE
THE CHAMPION

During term 3 we started 
a year 4 -7 squash comp. 
Anyone could enter you got 

to play at the Hawarden squash 
courts. I played 12 games at lunch 
and I only lost one. At the last 
game Jens and I battled it out for 

first place. I won the first game and  
Jens won the next game. It was 
nine all in the final game so the 
next point would  win. Jens served 
and it hit the back window so I 
won! The best bit was that I won.
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On Friday 24th October Hurunui 
College Year 4-8 students, coached 
by the Year 10s, played in a 

school competition called 7 aside. It is a 
competition that consists of touch rugby, 
netball and football. The children have 
had 6 weeks to practise the sports with 
the hopes of winning. Normally 7 aside is a 
multi school competition, but due to covid 
19 it was changed to a single school event. 
It started at 12:45, each team versed each 
other twice in the sport, then moved on to 
the next sport. Each game consisted of 2, 
8 minute a halves. The PTA kindly put on a 
tuck shop for lunch. 

Seth Smith and Luke Chisnall

7-ASIDE
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Brendon Ferguson, Darcy Ramsay, Haley Ross

NZAS TOURNAMENT 

SEFTON JUMPING DAY 
The Hurunui Pony Club team of 4, Darcy Ramsay, Caitlyn Ferguson, Billie
Ramsay and Harriet Rutherford went to the Hurunui Primary Schools
Jumping Day at Sefton. They went to represent Hurunui College. We had to do 
an obstacle course and a showing jumping course. The obstacle course is like 
real spooky, you have to do weaving and there were lots of corners. In the show 
jumping we had to jump about 10 jumps 25cm high. The team got second 
place. Darcy was already going YEEESSS when they said that another team got 
last!
My favourite things were the FREE box and the show jumping - Darcy
My favourite thing was getting second - Caitlyn

NETBALL FIXTURE
Our Hurunui College Netball team travelled to Rangiora to play Amuri and 
Oxford Area Schools. This fixture was organised due to our big end of season 
SISS tournament being cancelled due to the Covid lockdown. A very fun 
afternoon was had and the girls really enjoyed the chance to play in the brand 
new Mainpower Stadium. While there, the girls also had a tour of the new gym 
facilities which they found impressive. Thank you to Mr Ferguson for 
organising the afternoon.

Over the holidays the team had a great week away in Dunedin at the Area School 
Sports Tournament. They made new friends and did the school proud with their 
behavior and manners both on and off the field throughout the week. 
Congratulations to them all for getting to the tournament and a special mention 
to the following who made South Island teams; Tahlia - Basketball, Ella - Netball 
A and Ki o Rahi, Ebony - Netball B, Sean - Volleyball, Josh G - Rugby and Ki o Rahi. 
Following these South Island selections we had Ella (Netball), Sean (Volleyball), 
and Josh G (Rugby) who all made the National Teams selected from across the 
week during the Tournament. We would like to thank all those again who 
sponsored and helped towards the fundraising for this trip and look forward to 
taking students to the Top of the North Island in 2022.
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Jenny Banks

WHERO CLASS IN LOCKDOWN What a term.  We all had great fun 
learning in lockdown, but we were 
so happy to get back to school to 

see our friends.
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Angus was measuring and 
baking a cake during 
lockodwn.

Maths 
counting, 
and writing.

More maths 
counting, 
and writing.

WHERO BITS AND BOBS

Max's challenge 
was to make a 
daffodil out of 

loose parts. Max in his 
uniform ready for school 
work during lockdown.

Fire building to 
roast sausages and 
marshmellows and 

Will is doing a science 
experiment. 
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Anneke Cameron

INVENTORS AND
INNOVATORS IN K AK ARIKI

Kakariki have been busy learning 
about inventors and becoming 
innovators themselves! If you see us 

around ask about the inventor of LEGO, 
ear muffs, ice blocks or bungy jumping. 
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Kakariki worked hard over the term 
break. They were given a hot 
chocolate challenge to see how 

much they could read. If they managed to 
read all the books in their reading package 

they earned a hot chocolate party. Very 
exciting for them as the entire class 
achieved. This next break will be the ice 
cream challenge, get reading!

Kakariki and Kikorangi have enjoyed 
term 3 buddy time, despite our short 
interruption! This term we have 

played new PE games, planted vegetables 
and herbs for our gardens and built 3-D 
shapes from nets.

Anneke Cameron
Anneke Cameron & Georgia Marsh

K AK ARIKI  HOT CHOCOLATE 
PAR T Y

K AK ARIKI  AND KIKORANGI 
BUDDY TIME
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Lauren Brinsdon

During the Olympics Kowhai class 
decided to cook a Japanese meal 
to explore the Japanese culture. We 

had the help of some parents. We made 
sushi, noodles, miso soup and vegetable 
tempura. Luckily we didn't get any chillies 
in our eyes because that would sting! We 
put a whole chilli in the miso soup. The 
best bit was getting to eat the food we 

created. Eva, Darcy and Jens loved the 
sushi, Hunter's favourite was the noodles, 
Jake KM liked the miso soup and Quinn 
and Nathan enjoyed the vegetables. 
Hunter, Nico and Jens even used chop 
sticks to eat their meal. A couple of us 
tried but it was really hard! Thank you 
parents for helping us and Japan for 
inspiring us with your delicious food.

THE GREATEST JAPANESE 
MEAL E VER!

WAIPOROPORO
SQUASH

We're learning racquet skills 
at the squash club this term 
for fitness. Everyone made 

fantastic improvements over the term 

before lockdown. Thank you so much 
to the Hawarden Squash club for letting 
the school have access to the courts 
during school time.
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Georgia Marsh & Kikarangi Class

Kikorangi class has been focusing on rich 
tasks and measurement in mathematics. We 
have had lots of fun with rich tasks, we used 

many different strategies to get to an answer. We 
all explored how expensive items are when we 
had pretend money to spend. When we started 
measurement we sketched our bodies so that we 
could measure and record all our measurements. 
We then converted the measurements into 
millimeters. We also used Spheros to help 
understand that time, distance and speed are 
related.  

K IKORANGI CLASS

At the start of the term we celebrated the 
Olympics by holding our own Olympic 
event. We had lots of fun planning and 

running our own games as a team. We all had 
a go at touch, handball and shooting (which 
we used nerf guns for). We all represented a 
country, Great Britain, Hong Kong and Jamaica. 
We competed against each other, with the end 
result being Hong Kong (Alexa, Ariana, Max 
and Harry) as the overall winner. We were also 
lucky enough to have Ella Greenslade come into 
school. It was a fantastic experience to meet a 
silver Olympic medalist.
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Lauren Brinsdon & Kowhai Class

We had a competitive rowing 
race involving everyone. The 2 
teams were Kowhai's best rower 

Caitlyn Ferguson vs Olympic medalist Ella 
Greenslade. Darcy's foot got stuck which 
slowed down Ella's team but Ella's team 
made a come back. Eva, on Caitlyn's team, 
kept falling off the seat! Everyone rowed 

for 30sec except Ella and Caitlyn who 
had to row for 1 minute. It was close but 
in the end Ella's team won by 20m. Ella 
gave us some messages and inspiration: If 
you work hard you can achieve anything. 
Failing and losing is key to a successful 
future. You can do anything you want in life. 

Just being in the 
same room as an 
Olympian was 
amazing -Hunter.

My best bit was 
asking Ella 
questions -Lena.

The best bit was 
versing an 
Olympian -Nathan.

I now want to 
become an 
Olympian -Patrick.

EXCELLENT ELLA RE TURNS 
WITH SILVER!

Ella Greenslade returned to Hurunui 
College as an Olympian medalist 
to visit the best class in the world: 

Kowhai. Kowhai class were learning about 
The Olympics and wrote letters to various 
NZ Olympians. We asked them to come 
and visit us and told them about our class. 
We congratulated them on getting to the 
Olympics and their successes. Ella replied 
and said she would love to come and see 
us so we planned some activities. 

We met her and brought her to our 
class. She told us about Japan 
and the Olympic village. There 

were 3 giant floors full of food and the 
beds were made out of cardboard. Then 
she showed us her SILVER MEDAL and 
we got to wear it! She talked about the 
race and how she had to have an ice bath 
in the morning because it was summer 
in Japan and over 30 degrees. She had a 
meal 3 hours before the race of banana on 
toast. We also asked lots of questions.
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No one was expecting our 
sudden Level 4 lockdown, 
but our students were well 

prepared for learning from home. 
Karaka students were amazing 
independent learners during this 
time. Everyone worked hard, and 

also achieved some awesome 
results in family-led activities. 
Some of the extras included mask-
making, art, baking, biking and 
Minecraft - making buildings to 
safely house their friends and 
family in big covid bubbles.

K ARAK A

INVENTORS AND
INNOVATORS TOPIC

In our current Inventors and Innovators 
topic, Karaka class have been learning 
to use the design process to guide 

them when creating new ideas. The 
design process involves asking questions, 
imagining a solution, planning a design, 
creating, testing and improving. We started 
by exploring the properties of geodesic 
domes. So, what is a geodesic dome? A 
geodesic dome is a thin-shell structure 
based on a geodesic polyhedron. It is 
made up of triangles, which are strong and 

rigid and they distribute the load or stress 
throughout the structure, making geodesic 
domes able to withstand very heavy 
loads for their size. We made some out 
of toothpicks and wine gums to discover 
just how strong this structure can be, then 
we joined groups and had a go at making 
a bigger structure out of our combined 
materials. Next, we had a challenge to 
create our own geodesic dome designs 
out of straws and pipe cleaners that could 
withstand the weight of an encyclopedia.

LOCKDOWN
LEARNING
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In year 9/10 students 
have been working hard 
on life drawing, and have 

used different drawing 
methods and techniques. 
It has been great to see 
the confidence of students 
grow as they experiment 
with different techniques. 

William Harnett

YEAR 8

Kia ora ora from the year 8 class, 
This term the year 8 students 
have been busy with a variety of 

learning. In literacy, the focus was on news 
writing. The students learnt how to write 
"newsworthy" stories, conduct interviews, 
and even created their own video news 
reports. In social studies, the topic was 
world culture and history. The year 8s used 
research skills and digital technology  to 
create their own website to help others 
learn about the history and culture of 

a country. In science, one particular 
lesson was on Newton's laws of motion. 
The students created marble mazes to 
help observe the laws in action. We then 
invited Waiporoporo into the class and 
taught the year 3/4 students about this. 
The younger students really enjoyed the 
practical learning given by the year 8s. 
Overall, considering the disruption with 
lockdown, it has been a positive term for 
the class!

TERM 3 AR T

Term 3 has been a difficult term in art with lockdown and students having varying 
access to materials. However, it's been great to get back into the art room and finish 
off some of the projects we started earlier in the term.

In Kikorangi class we have been 
looking at portraits and 3d relief. 
This resulted in students creating 

some excellent cardboard portrait 
sculptures. 

Karaka class has been working 
on creating journal art and 
exploring different media and 

ways to create ideas and themes. 
Whilst also incorporating some 
lockdown art. Its been great to 
see each student’s experience of 
lockdown in images. 

Year 8 has been working on 
photography and creating 
environmental portraits. 
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RATA ROOM 

During lockdown we had daily 'check 
in' zoom meetings at 10am to start 
the day together, check what other 

online meetings each student had (and 
what time), to make sure that each student 
knew how to access google classroom 
to find the classwork and how to join the 
google meets the high school teachers 
held with their students.  We also had lots 
of fun.  Tuesday's was a memory game day, 
Wednesday was scavenger hunts, Thursday 
was quiz day and Friday was dress up 
and bring a joke day.   It was wonderful 
to be able to stay connected as staff and 
students of the Rata Room.

Rachael McLeod

AGRICULTURE STUDENTS GO 
TAILING

Over the last two weeks since 
the return from Lockdown, 
Agriculture students have been 

out in the farming community helping 
with tailing. Mr Kelly took a group in 
the first week and Mrs Walker took a 
group the following week. All students 
who attended had the chance to carry 
out many tasks involved with docking 
lambs. Some had lots of experience 
on their home farms so it was good 
for them to see how a different farm 
tackled the job. For others in the group 
this was their first experience at doing 
practical farming. The farm owners 
took the time to teach those students 
the skills they needed to participate 
actively in the day.

Mrs M Walker
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SKI  TRIP

Brendan Ferguson

On Wednesday the 4th of August 
we had the annual Year 7-13 Ski 
Trip at Mt Lyford. This year we were 

fortunate enough to have some good 
snow delivered the day before our trip 
giving us plenty of fresh powder to play 
in. It was great to see everyone giving it a 
go and sticking at it during the day with a 
number of first timers who spent a lot of 
time relaxing on the snow. The weather 
was great with sunshine and blue skies 
making for an enjoyable time. We had 

a handful of staff members attend the 
trip and share their knowledge and skills 
with the students and some of them even 
managed to show the students how to 
fall over. We also had a great turn out of 
parent helpers who looked to be enjoying 
themselves throughout the day. Without 
the parents the trip would not have been 
able to happen so a massive thank you 
again for giving up your time to come 
with us.
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HURUNUI RIVER CYCLE TRAIL 
AND BRIDGE

This term the Year 8 - 10 Science 
classes completed their project to 
investigate and design a cycle trail 

and bridge for the Hurunui River. The 
investigation focused on locally sourcing 
rocks suitable for a cycle surface, and 
for building a bridge. The properties of 

rocks, and their resistance to chemical 
weathering was studied. In addition, we 
examined the role of forces in bridge 
design, and tested different commercial 
and homemade cements and concrete 
mixes for making bridge beams. 

Tim Kelly

YEAR 9 SOCIAL STUDIES

During Te Wiki o te Reo Māori, the Year 9 
Social Studies class learnt lots of new 
phrases and words. At the end of the 

week, the class drew some of the whakatauki 
(proverbs) and other te reo vocab on the 
concrete around school. In the photograph, 

the students are sitting in front of a message 
that said "He aha te mea nui o te ao? He 
Tangata, He Tāngata, He Tāngata! Which 
means "What is the most important thing in 
the world? It is the people, the people, the 
people".

WOODEN SPOON CHALLENGES

It has been a quiet term for the Staff v 
Common Room challenges. After the staff 
received the spoon on a controversial "no 

show" for an event they had been planning. 
The next challenge was set for the day after 
we went into lockdown. However following 
a return to play protocol once back at school 
the challenge was laid down. Badminton 
Doubles and Singles was the name of the 
game and the balance of pairing the doubles 
partners was set to play a big part. With game 
time approaching the pairs were sorted with 
Copplestone and Ferguson teaming up as the 
Year 13 Ako duo taking on Jacob and Adain, 
While on the other court Ross and Harnett 
made the other staff pairing to take on Callum 

and Daniel. Both matches were close at times 
but both Staff teams came away with the 
win.To finish the challenge Miss Ross took 
on Daniel in a singles game and Mr Ferguson 
faced Jacob (the Badminton Champion). 
Both games were fiercely battled with close 
scores, Miss Ross taking the win in her game. 
However on the other court Jacob took the 
early lead which Mr Ferguson managed to 
claw back and tie it up with only a couple of 
points to go, but Jacob proved his Champion 
title and claimed the win. The Staff were 
pleased to be able to hand over the spoon 
to be displayed in its rightful place on the 
common room wall.
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