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Key Dates Term 4 2023
Oct 9 All students start Term 4

Oct 9-13 Yr 11-13 Geography Field Trip

Oct 11 Nominations for Parent Board Rep 
(close noon)

Oct 17 Yr 10-12 
NCEA Course Information evening

Oct 23 Labour Day (school closed)

Oct 27 Athletics Day (ppd Oct 30)

Nov 3 Last day for Yr 11-13s (study leave)

Nov 10 PTA Pet Day

Nov 15 Voting day for Parent Board Rep
 (voting closes at 4pm)

Nov 16 Teacher Only Day 
(school closed for students)

Nov 17 Canterbury Anniversary Day 
(school closed)

Nov 23 Yr 9 2024 Orientation Day

Dec 4-8 Yr 10 Camp

Dec 12 Prizegiving - Last day of year

Kia ora koutou parents and whānau,

Term 3 always presents as a very busy term and for many an 
opportunity to knuckle down and develop solid routines and 
learning habits without the disruption that term 1 and 2 often 
present. For our older students it is a critical term to consolidate 
achievement towards NCEA and includes sitting their practice 
exams at the end of the term. We consistently emphasise the 
importance of these exams and there has not been a year gone 
by when these exams have not been used to support a student to 
gain a derived grade due being unable to attend their end of year 
exams. 

A real positive this term has been the settling of the teacher’s 
collective agreement and the ceasing of industrial action. 
After 3-4 years of disruptive learning, it is nice to be able to now 
plan with certainty. The disruption in the habits of attending 
school regularly and with consistency have been heavily impacted 
over the past years and it is now time to focus back on what we 
are as a school and what happens when we are here. 
Our attendance figures are comparatively high compared to the 
current national average, but we are still sitting behind where 
we were prior to the mass disruption of Covid 19. Illness plays 
some part in this, including the higher expectations of not being 
at school when unwell. However, attendance data for the year 
to date is currently sitting at 85%. Prior to 2019 we consistently 
sat at around 93%. We have a long way to go to bridge this gap 
between our current attendance and where we would like to get 
back to. A start point for all families would be that when you can 
be at school, be at school. Non-attendance quickly builds a habit 
of non-attendance and breaks the continuity of learning. 

As we head into term 4 we welcome all our staff back on deck. 
Jane Marsh returns from her term away on sabbatical and we 
thank Janet Tilson for her work as acting Deputy Principal and 
Jenny Banks for her support of the Exploring Learning Community 
over the term. 
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Positions Available

We currently have two primary positions 
advertised for the start of 2024. 
One fixed term and one permanent position. If you 
know of anyone potentially interested in a teaching 
position at Hurunui College let them know to get in 
touch. 

Board Midterm Elections

We are currently advertising for two parent/
community positions on our Board.  Nominations 
close on Wednesday the 11th of October. 
If you are or know of anybody that may be 
interested, please get in touch with Megan Johannis 
before Wednesday the 11th. 
These positions are for both for 3 years.

Uniform

Term 3 tends to always be a struggle with 
enforcing the school’s expectations around uniform. 
The gradual creep of non-uniform items due to cold 
and wet weather and our understanding that on the 
odd occasion the available uniform may not meet the 
weather conditions of the day. However, what we are 
starting to see is that once the weather improves the 
non-uniform items continue to surface and the actual 
uniform seems to be relegated to the bedroom floor 
or wardrobe. We also are very aware that when we 
make concessions for certain student’s others see this 
as the opportunity to do the same. As we head into 
term 4 it is an opportunity for us as a whole school to 
look closely at what we are wearing to school and to 
take some pride in the uniform we have. We would 
appreciate all the support we can get from home. 
With the weather hopefully improving, it is worth a 
timely reminder that the uniform in Term 4 and Term 
1, for the primary students, requires a hat to be worn. 
Bucket hats or caps can be purchased from the office 
and will be put on your student’s account.

Signing In and Out of School

All visitors to the school need to sign in and out 
through the school office. Please remember if you are 
coming onsite for anything more than a child pick up, 
you need to sign in at the main office. 
This is to ensure in the event of an emergency that 
we can account for all people that are onsite. It is also 
important that if you are picking up your child 
early from school that they are signed out through 
the office. We ask that the parent or person collect-
ing the child comes to the office and completes the 
process. 

Lastly I’d like to let the community know that I have 
accepted a secondment as a Leadership Advisor to 
work alongside the Ministry of Education in 2024. 
The role will enable me to support Area Schools and 
other rural schools across the South Island. This is 
an exciting professional opportunity for me to work 
alongside other Principals and Boards while also 
developing my own leadership capabilities and 
gaining a greater insight into school wide leadership 
outside of our own context. I thank the Board for 
approving my secondment and the understanding 
they have given to how this will grow my own 
professional growth and the long-term benefits to 
Hurunui College. 
It is my intent to return to Hurunui College in 2025. 
We are currently working through plans to appoint an 
acting Principal for 2024. 

I wish you all a restful and enjoyable holiday break, 
and we look forward to welcoming everyone back for 
another exciting and busy term ahead.

Nāku noa, nā

Stephen Beck
Tumuaki - Principal
Hurunui College
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Head Students Report
Head Student for Wellbeing
Daniel Topp

Term 3, already gone! What a 
full term it has been, with no 
breaks, and the seniors at full 
pace preparing for their end 
of year exams. It has definite-
ly been a packed term, with 
Model EU, Daffodil day, and 
the year 7-13 speech competi-
tion, with a big congratulations 
to all those who participated. 
I know for certain that the 
senior teachers are looking 
forward to study leave in term 
4, and having a quieter school 
without the NCEA students 
around.

Head Student for Sport
Josh Gunn

Term 3 has been slow on the 
sports side. Congratulations to 
all those that represented our 
school at the NZ Area schools 
tournament. Having a great 
percentage of students going 
on to make the South Island 
and New Zealand team, well 
done. Mid term we had our ski 
trip which was a great day up 
at Mt Lyford. Then, late term 
we had a school wide game 
of Capture the Flag which was 
good to get everyone out and 
about. 
I’m looking forward to athletics 
next term!

Head Student for Culture
Brandon Johnson

What a grind of a term, getting ready 
for exams.
It was quite impressive to see how 
many people got involved with word 
of the week as we put it to the test 
in Te Wiki O Te Reo Maori and set a 
house competition, Congratulations 
to Mason house!
I would like to thank everyone that 
attended the Matariki celebration 
held after school at the end of term 
2. And finally, well done to the peo-
ple who made it to the barbarians at 
nationals and we took it home this 
year. UP TOSI!
Other then that, keep the study up!



Discovery | Ururangi





Discovery | Waipuna-ā-rangi
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Discovery Dodgeball

The best game for dodgeball is doctor dodgeball - Judd
Dodgeball was fun - Rayne
I almost hit Teddy in doctor dodgeball, I was 1 inch away - Gavrie
I hit the dodgeball pro’s - Fergus
I like Dodgeball - Lorna
I almost got hit by Anre in Dodgeball - Sammy
I like playing kings and queens dodgeball - Lucy
I like being the medic - Sophie
In the dodgeball game I almost hit Jordy - Zuey
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100th Day of School

Since the start of the school year Waipuna-a-rangi 
class has been counting each day of school. We move 
popsicle sticks around in our place value house to 
make the number of days. Then on the 100th day we 
celebrated! We wrote about what we would do with 
$100, in PE we saw how many activities we could 
complete in 100secs and we even made a big bowl 
full off 100 pieces of each students favourite cereal. 
It was great to see our class dress up as 100 year olds 
and make their self portraits. 

Anneke Cameron
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Hat Party

Each week in Waipuna-ā-rangi class we read a class book. 
Books include: That day the Plants fought back, Piggity Wiggity 
Jiggity, Lighthouse keepers tea and more! A class favourite was 
‘You Must Bring a Hat’. We made party invitations in writing 
and made party hats to have some fun on Friday. 

Anneke Cameron

Waipuna-ā-rangi continued...
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Landforms - Volcanos in Waipuna-a-rangi

Teddy & Will Frame - Mount Kilimanjaro 
Andre, Gavrie & Zuey - Mount Ngauruhoe
Sydney & Pippa - Mount Ruapehu
Leo & Rayne - Mount Tarawera 
Sarah & Luna - Mount Taranaki 
Ella, James & Margot - Mount Tongariro 
Fergus & Jinty - Mount Edgecumbe 
Judd, Max & Will C. - Olympus Mons (Mars)

Anneke Cameron
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Discovery | Waitī

Waitī students have had some notable sporting and dance 
achievements outside of school this term. This includes Te Rakai Smith for Wrestling and Kelly Abbott and 
Petrie Brown for Dance. 
The whole class had a fantastic time when we had a visitor in to take us for a session of Minecraft Education. 
This was super popular and showcased some of the skills in class around this.

Henry Ferguson wowed us with his Buffalo horns from Africa. This stimulated some great writing.
We learnt to weave flax Putiputi and make some crafts with our Buddy class, Matariki.
Daffodil day dress up was a hit with lots of fun and well thought out costumes.
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Discovery Kapa Haka

Discovery had a very successful kapa haka this term. The children are always 
so enthusiastic and pick up on the new things very quickly. We have been 
privileged to have Mr Brinsdon along to help us learn new waiata and 
actions. Discovery got to perform at Primary Assembly which was a fantastic 
learning experience for us all. 
We are hoping for more performances in the future.

Chris Toki



Exploring
Measurement in Waitā

Waitā students have been learning about 
measurement. The students have been 
learning to estimate capacity and read scales 
correctly. They are having lots of fun being 
hands on with learning! 

Georgia Marsh

This term Waitā and Hiwa-i-te-rangi have been learning 
about landforms in Inquiry. The students had lots of fun 
and questions when meeting University of Canterbury 
Professor, Kate Pedley. The students were very interested 
in geology and loved learning about our Earth. 

Georgia Marsh



Exploring | Hiwa-i-te-rangi and Waitā

This term Hiwa-i-te-rangi and Waitā class have been 
learning about landforms. Part of this learning was around 
earthquakes. Both classes made a trip into Christchurch 
to learn all about the Christchurch Earthquakes. All the 
students had lots of fun exploring Quake City, Christchurch 
City and Margaret Mahy Playground. 

Georgia Marsh
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School Litter Survey

Late this term, the whole school took part in our annual school litter survey. The survey is run by the school’s 
EnviroClub. The students were put into multi-age groups and given a map of an area of the school to collect 
litter in. Once the litter was collected, we sorted through it for recyclable materials and identify what the 
most common types of litter were. The locations where the litter was found was then transferred to a large 
map, which the EnviroClub will use to help decide where we should put more bins. Once again there was 
great enthusiasm and participation from the students and the school is looking very tidy.

Dr. Tim Kelly
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Matariki
This term the Matariki class has been working on rich tasks and geometry in maths, news writing in 
literacy, and studying the Musket Wars in social studies. The news writing unit concluded with the 
class making video news reports which they had a lot of fun with. The social studies unit wrapped 
in week 10 with a visit to the historical Kaiapoi pā site. We also learnt harakeke weaving and other 
creative arts with our buddy class of Waitī. As a bonus, the class was able to participate in Mixx 
Korfball for three weeks which the students really enjoyed.

Will Harnett
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Outdoor Education

This term has seen the Outdoor Education class continue to develop their Mountain Biking skills 
with most weeks being spent up in the Hanmer Springs Forest going around different trails from 
Easy to Advanced for some students. We have also done some work around tramping and are 
completing an overnight tramp on the Jollie Brook Circuit during the last week of Term. 
As we head into Term 4 we will be aiming to have 2 more outings. The first will be 2 days of biking 
where the class will ride from Lake Taylor back to school, then drive up to Hanmer and complete 
the St James Homestead loop and some of the Cycle Trail. The Final outing will be a day in 
Christchurch at the Adventure Park where the students will be able to put all their skills to the test 
on the different downhill tracks.

Brendon Ferguson
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Sports
Mixx Korfball

This term we were fortunate enough to have Torsten and Youri from Mixx Korfball come out and 
run 3 sessions with our Year 7-10 students. Korfball is a sport that we have not commonly played 
and has a few similarities and differences to Netball and Basketball.
The main difference is the hoop is higher than a basketball hoop and is inside the court meaning 
that you can play and shoot from behind it. It is mixed and played with 2 boys and 2 girls on each 
half of the court. The students have really enjoyed it and we are potentially sending a team in to 
the Year 9 & 10 tournament early in Term 4. 

Brendon Ferguson

Inter-regional Cross County

Lily Frost and Stanley Savage were placed at 
the CPSSA Cross Country which qualified them 
to go on to the Inter-regional Cross Country at 
Prebbleton. We wish them the very best for 
this event!

Bronnie Gunn

Canterbury Secondary Schools Duathlon

Congratulations to Shea Kelly on being placed 
3rd in this event at Southbridge on the 18th 
September.

Bronnie Gunn
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Sports
HPSSA 7-a-side

Primary schools from all over the Hurunui came with their Yr 4-8 students to Hurunui College on 16th 
August. There were over 300 students involved in this tournament with also the Hurunui College 
senior students coaching and refereeing in practises leading up to and on the day.

The aims of the day were 
-To allow children to experience sports they may not necessarily have played before.
-To  provide children an opportunity to play sports alongside children from other schools
-To promote the playing of sport for the enjoyment of the activity rather than the results of the game.

It was a drizzly day, but the students had a great time and our amazing PTA did a great job keeping 
everyone fed and watered all day. The student feedback was that they had a great day and enjoyed the 
day playing all their games.

Bronnie Gunn
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CPSSA Duathlon

Jake Abbott, Eva Kelly, Lily Frost Yr7 and Katie 
Devine Yr6 went to Ruapuna Raceway to compete 
against other Canterbury students in their year 
groups in this event.
The day was a perfect temperature for competing. 
The Year 7 students did a 2km run, 9km bike and 
1km run and Year 6 did a 2km run, 6km bike and 1 
km run.
They all really enjoyed the competitiveness of this 
event and did really well.

Bronnie Gunn

Hurunui College Netball

On Monday 31 July, our Netball team travelled up to 
Culverden where we played against Kaikoura High 
School. Unfortunately, we didn’t have our full team 
available, but it was great to have a couple of girls 
come and experience what high school netball is all 
about. The score was even after the first quarter, but 
Kaikoura pulled away in the remaining quarters to take 
the win at the final 
whistle. 

Haley Ross
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Congratulations to William Munsey, our new Student Representative on the Board who will be taking office 
September 21st 2023!

Votes counted:
William Munsey - 29 votes
Miane Grove - 26 votes
Shea Kelly - 19 votes
Invalid votes - 1

And we farewell to Brandon who has been an amazing Board rep for the past year. We will miss the biscuits! 

CantaMaths 2023

A group of students headed to Rangiora to participate 
in the junior cantamaths earlier this term. 
Congratulations to Darcy Ramsay, Glenn Fricker, Eva 
Kelly, Kurt Wills-Morriss, Sam Holdaway, Lily Frost, Jake 
Abbott and Kayleigh Turner!

NCEA Concert 2023

Our amazing NCEA music students performed a concert with students from 
Oxford and Rangiora New Life. All our students performed excellently, we 
had a long programme with 36 items. Scan the QR code to have a watch.

Phil Biddlecombe 
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On the 28/29th August, Josh Brinsdon and I had the pleasure of taking 14 students to the University of 
Canterbury to attend the Model European Union simulation event run by Dr Serena Kelly. This is a fabulous 
event where students from multiple schools around Canterbury get together to debate and discuss a 
current issue that is a hot topic for the European Union. 
This year’s topic was on the Winds of Change - The EU, Climate Change and the Green Transition. Our stu-
dents participated in Council sessions and Regional Group sessions and then finished it off with the Plenary 
and voting! A highlight was of course the pizza and quiz evening following the first day of intensive 
discussions. A big congratulations to Aroha Roe who was awarded the Runner Up Delegate for the event! 

Here’s what our students had to say about the event:

“Totally awesome time with totally awesome people” - Millie-Jane McIlraith
“A great experience, that taught me a lot. It helped me get out of my shell, and feel more confident speaking 
politically.” - Maddie Brinsdon
“I had so much fun, definitely recommend it and I will be going next year.” - Lexi Thomson Hall
“Model EU was a very great experience, and showed me many new and interesting things.” - William Mun-
sey
“Great just like last year, knew more about what I was doing this time. Best school event I’ve been on.” - 
Mischa Johannis
“Interesting and really fun. Loved it!” - Mianē Grovē
“Loved it. It was fun learning about the EU and talking with other humans” - Toby Kirkus
“A great opportunity for people looking to practice debating/learning about the EU.” - Shea Kelly
“Was a great time, loved it” - Anniemay McKay
“Great experience, I was a little nervous at first, but the buffet was worth it.” - Lily Varnam

Nicola Bamford

Model EU at UC
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Art
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Mural Project 

This term in the art department has been quite 
eventful as we’ve embarked on the “Creatives in 
School” mural project. Last year, our school 
successfully secured funding for a mural to adorn our 
library. As part of this project, we’ve collaborated with 
talented Christchurch-based artists, Nick Lowry and 
Reuben Woods. This collaboration has seen our 
students explore local sites steeped in cultural 
significance to our school.

Throughout this term, our students have ventured 
to various locations, including Balmoral Lookout, the 
Hurunui River, Moa Swamp, Waikari Rock Art, and 
even a trip into the city to admire the street art 
murals. This journey has proven to be a great 
experience for our students, who have conducted 
research and created studies to inform the mural’s 
design process.

One part of this has been to produce a repeat pattern 
tile featuring elements of the local area. Check out the 
photographs! 

The project so far has been an inspiring journey for 
everyone involved, with the painting hopefully 
beginning early in term 4. 

Lee Copplestone
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Formal photos
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We share our sincere appreciation to the team at Nairn Electrical who generously donated their 
time in installing new lights at the pool. Thank you so much.


