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Hurunui College
ENTER TO LEARN, LEAVE TO SERVE WHAKAURU KI TĒ AKO, WEHE ATU KIA MANAAKITIA

TERM 3

Nga Kōrero ā te Tumuaki
Key Dates Term 4 2022

24 Oct Labour Day 
(School Closed)

27 Oct Mufti Day
Theme: Favourite Book or Movie Character

28 Oct Athletics Day

31 Oct Postponement Day for Athletics

7 Nov NCEA Exams begin

10 Nov Teacher Only Day 
(School Closed)

11 Nov Canterbury Anniversary Day 
(School Closed)

9 Dec Full School Prizegiving
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Kia ora koutou parents and whānau,

As we head into spring and the nearing summer months 
there is certainly a feeling of optimism and a sense of 
normality starting to return to our kura. With the lifting 
of our Covid protection framework, mandates and mask 
wearing we are finally back to a point we have not been in 
since the end of 2019 when Covid 19 first began to hit the 
headlines. Nobody could have predicted that it would not 
be until the end of 2022 that we would finally see ourselves 
on the downward slide of cases and protection measures. 
However, we are still very aware that Covid remains in our 
communities and we will continue to see outbreaks in the 
coming months and years to come. 
The severity of the annual flu inter mixed with gastro bugs 
has also hit the school hard this term, but we are hopeful-
ly starting to see the back of this and can look forward to 
a settled and more predictable term four. It has also been 
great to see attendance rates slowly rising back towards pre 
covid levels this term, but we still have a wee way to go be-
fore we creep over that magic 90% regular attendance. We 
are currently sitting at close to 85% attendance for term 3, a 
lift from where we were at at the end of term 2.  

We have a nationwide crisis with school attendance and we 
are very aware that absence breeds absences and the longer 
absences are or more irregular attendance is, the harder it 
is to re-engage students with learning and the expectations 
of being at school. We understand that factors are often out 
of individuals control but what we do ask is that we look 
to control the controllables. What I mean by that, is when 
your children can be at school please make sure they are. 
When possible schedule interruptions outside of the school 
day and let’s all work towards having high expectations and 
providing consistency for all at school.  
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Whatever our personal position is on the place of the monarchy in 
New Zealand it would be hard not to be moved in some way by the 
passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on the 8th of September 
2022. She has been one of the very few constants for us all over her 70 
year reign and with the ongoing turbulence of the international po-
litical situation it has been nice to have at least one pillar of stability. 
What came through when many people reflected on her reign was her 
life long commitment to Service. Service sits as one of our core school 
values and is part of our school motto, “Enter to Learn, Leave to Serve”. 
During my time at Hurunui College I have had many discussions with 
people about our motto and if it is now outdated. I have always held the 
premise that the term Service does not relate to joining the Army, Air 
Force or Navy, but it is about when our students leave our school that 
they are able to contribute back within their communities and become 
positive members of society. This sits at the core of what our purpose in 
education is and if we want anything for our leavers it is this. If there is 
anything we can take from the Queen’s reign it is the idea of service and 
contributing to creating positive change.

Term four is looking exceptionally busy and a typically short term for 
us at Hurunui College. There are a number of public holidays and short 
weeks to navigate, including the last teacher only day for 2022. This 
is scheduled for Thursday the 10th of November, prior to Canterbury 
Anniversary Weekend. Throw in the public holidays, there is not much 
time left in the school year. Our Aspiring (Y11-13) students’ last day of 
formal instruction is the 4th of November, prior to them starting their 
external exams on the 7th of November. We wish them all the best as 
they head into their final assessment opportunities for the year and 
for some, their final acts as students at Hurunui College. Add in class 
trips and camps and we know the term is going to fly by. Lastly,our 
school prizegiving is scheduled for Friday the 9th of December. It will 
be fantastic to have this open for the public again this year and we look 
forward to seeing you all there.

Even with the busy term ahead there is still a lot going on behind the 
scenes, including the beginning of reservations to rooms 12-17, devel-
opment of a plan for a new playground and the finishing off of Whare 
Tūhura. We also have plans in hand to replace the school sign at the 
corner of Allandale and Tenterden St and clear and replant the garden. 
It is a very busy time for the school.

I hope everybody is able to take some time with family over the coming 
two weeks and I look forward to seeing the students back, well rested 
and rejuvenated for the rush towards the end of the school year. 

Nāku noa, nā

Stephen Beck
Tumuaki - Principal
Hurunui College



Discovery - Ururangi

Ururangi in pictures
Jen Banks

What a busy term this has been in Ururangi.  We 
had great fun with the snow day, and painting with 
snow earlier in the term.  Our class has been work-
ing hard in Structured Literacy, and we are loving 
learning heart words, and new skills to decode 
our stories. For Market Day; we have been sow-
ing seeds, painting pots, tie dying pillowcases and 
screen printing pillow cases.  
We found it exciting to try new art ideas.    
Here are some photos of our term.



Waipuna-ā-rangi Baking Fridays
Anneke Cameron

This term we have taken on the adventure of cooking and baking. 
We have used it to craft our maths and writing skills. Each week we 
made grocery lists, instructions and thank you cards for our helpers 
in writing. In maths we worked on our fractions and making prices 
for our food that went to the market. 

I liked making smoothies. I made a strawberry banana smoothie. - 
Max Martin

My favourite thing to bake was muffins they were chocolate chip 
and banana. We mashed the banana. - Judd Corcoran

The muffins were the best to make because you could taste test all 
the flavours. We made chocolate chip, mixed berry, apple cinnamon 
and mixed berry. - Angus Thompson

The scones were the yummiest, we put jam and cream on them. - 
Ella Smith

I liked the smoothie because I made it at home too. - Sarah Young-
man

Discovery - Waipuna-ā-rangi



Discovery - Waitī
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Waitī
Chris Toki

We had a lot of fun and adventures in Waitī this term. 
Interesting weather, we even got a snow day! 
We managed to throw a few snowballs before we went 
home though.

Market Day preparations really showed what a strong 
community Waitī is. 

There were also a couple of dress up days and lots of fun 
learning. The children worked really hard this term. 
Ka rawe!
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Sport
NZAS Tournament -  Whangarei from 12-15th July.
Bronnie Gunn

We are so proud of our Hurunui College Team, they played hard, with great heart, sportsmanship and 
showed excellence representing the school in the Top of the South Island (TOSI) and South Island 
teams. 
Hurunui College would like to say a HUGE thankyou to the whole community for sponsoring, buy-
ing raffle tickets, bacon and donating towards the NZAS Tornament team trip to Whangarei.

Here are their achievements over the tournament:

Tahlia Beck  
(TOSI Team Captain)

TOSI- Netball B, Basketball 
South Island- Netball B, 
Basketball

 Josh Gunn
(TOSI Team Captain)

TOSI- Rugby, Basketball, Ki o rahi  
South Island- Rugby, Basketball, Ki 
o rahi
NZASA- Rugby, Ki o rahi

Hunter Cattermole TOSI-Rugby
South Island- Rugby

Luke Chisnall TOSI- Rugby
South Island- Rugby

Joseph Clark TOSI- Football
South Island- Football

Jimi Roper TOSI- Rugby 
South Island- Rugby

Kyle Searle TOSI- Rugby
South Island-Rugby

Jesse Willis TOSI- Rugby

Cameron Trethowen TOSI- Basketball Ebony Varnam TOSI- Netball B
South Island- Netball B

Zoe Wiltshire TOSI- Netball B
South Island- Netball B

Hurunui Primary Schools Sports Association 7-a-side 
tournament
Bronnie Gunn

On 31st August Hurunui College hosted the 7-a-side 
tournament for Years 4-8. Students from Hanmer, 
Waiau, Rotherham, Amuri, Cheviot, Waikari and 
Greta Valley played Touch Rugby, Netball and Foot-
ball. 
The Hurunui College teams were coached by Year 
10 students and referees on the day were Year 12-13 
students. They all had a great day with some wins and 
some losses, but sport was the winner on the day!!
After 2 years of COVID cancellations, it was fantastic 
to see the students enjoying each other’s company and 
having a great time playing sports with no restric-
tions.
The Hurunui College PTA had a lunch stall that was 
flat out all day and a great success too.

Squash Competitons
Bronnie Gunn

Both the Yr 8-13 and the Yr 4-7 squash com-
petition was extremely well fought out be-
tween all the students who entered. Results 
were
Yr 8-13 Girls- Tahlia Beck
              Boys- Brandon Johnson
Yr 4-7   Girls- Lily Frost
              Boys- Jake Abbott

Thanks to the Hawarden Squash Club for 
letting us use your fabulous courts and to the  
PTA for purchasing the key to the squash club 
for this competition to happen.
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Sport and Outdoor Education
Senior Basketball
Bronnie Gunn

Hurunui College had one senior team enter the School 
Sport Canterbury Basketball competition on Friday 
nights from 13th May through to the 19th of August. 
Our mixed Years 9-13 team played Year 12 boys teams. 
Our team had a fantastic season placing 5th overall. 
They showed great sportsmanship and upheld the 
school RISE values on and off court.
Massive thanks to the Sport NZ Rural Travel Fund for 
their funding towards the travel for this team.

Pictured L to R: Maia Moore, Josh Gunn, Finn Fricker
Jamie Oberholzer and Sam Torrie

Outdoor Education
Brendon Ferguson

Throughout the term the OE class have continued to develop their Mountain Biking skills and 
fitness heading up to Hanmer Springs most weeks to hit the trails. 
The class has also been planning for an overnight trip into the St James Cycle Track which is go-
ing to include some steep climbs and downhill runs along with a couple of nights camping out 
at the homestead. The group have practiced for all weather conditions but are hoping for a good 
run while on this trip as it will be hard enough in good weather. 
This trip will finish up their work for the year and see the end to the main trips, It doesn’t seem 
like that long ago we were heading to Kaikoura to go diving. The year has certainly gone quickly 
and we look forward to next year and possible trips that might be on the cards.
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Level 3 PE Trip
Brendon Ferguson

During Term 2 the level 3 PE students planned a 
multi day trip where they looked at a variety of 
strategies to help make the trip more enjoyable 
for all involved. This included creating safety 
plans, looking at food options, and the history 
of the area. A trip to the Abel Tasman National 
Park was planned with a day’s kayak into An-
chorage and then walking out the next day. The 
sights were amazing and the weather certainly 
played ball. It was such a privilege to get away 
and explore the area while also learning along 
the way. Words can not describe the scenes so 
I will leave that to the photos. A massive effort 
put in by the group to ensure the trip was both 
educational and enjoyable. Also thanks to Holly 
(who is training to be a teacher) for coming with 
us.

Outdoor Education
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Events

Hurunui College Formal 
September 2022 
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Events
Lions Speech Competition 2022
Josh Brinsdon

On the 24th of August, Hurunui College 
took four students to the Lions Speech 
Competition. This is a competition for the 
best speakers across Hurunui Schools. It 
was a fantastic evening with an incredi-
bly high quality of speeches and speakers. 
Hurunui College came away from the eve-
ning feeling extremely proud of all our stu-
dents: Shae Kelly (Year 7) won the Interme-
diate competition for his convincing speech 
about Environmental Activism. Nikita Carr 
(Year 11) was given an honourable mention 
for her brave speech about her life. Caleb 
Spencer (Year 12) came third equal in the 
Senior competition for his speech about the 
power of faith and communication. Mil-
lie-Jane McIlraith (Year 11) won the senior 
competition for her passionate speech 
about Russian poverty.

Biology Trip
Iain Thompson

The Year 12 & 13 biology classes combined with Waterwatch 
for the field trip to the Groynes Park, Christchurch. The pur-
pose of the day was to collect primary data for the pupils 
biology NCEA investigations. We were very fortunate to have 
Waterwatch, a christchurch charity,  assisting in the running 
of the program who brought along equipment worth 10s of 
thousands of dollars. The equipment measured dissolved oxy-
gen, flow rates, nitrate and phosphate levels, turbidity and lots 
more. Pupils sampled the macro fauna using the techniques 
of kick netting and sweep netting. Onsite analysis of keystone 
indicator species will be analysed along side the chemical data 
back at school.  The Waterwatch tutors raved about the high 
knowledge, skills and respect our pupils showed.
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Events
Songs For a New World
Phil Biddlecombe

A small group of thespians went to see St 
Andrews College perform Songs For a New 
World by the great composer Jason Robert 
Brown. The show is a collection of songs all 
about starting something or somewhere new. 
With an amazing score, the music is really 
something worth hearing. Obviously, we had 
to stop on the way for the obligatory Maccas.

North Canterbury CantaMath
Kayleigh Turner

This term Hurunui College entered a year 7 and 8 team in 
the North Canterbury Cantamath on the 10th of August 
2022. 
This event was held at Ohoka sports and events centre. 
The teams came from schools all over North Canterbury and 
they had to go up against at least 25 other teams to answer 
an amount of questions in a certain time. The team with the 
most correctly answered question wins. 

Results
Year 7  Hamish, Ariana, Darcy, Kayleigh. 13th
Year 8 Leon, Shea, Rosie, Bailee. Tied 4th



Investigating
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Year 8 Term 3
William Harnett

What a full on term it has been for the year 8 
class! In mathematics, we have been learning 
about measurement. The students grew their 
skills in this area by learning about many as-
pects including imperial units, compass bear-
ings and directions, and scale factor. 

In literacy, there has been a heavy focus on 
developing our writing skills through news 
writing. The students even created some great 
video news reports on a variety of things such 
as ghosts haunting the school, mythical uni-
corns, and dragon sightings in Hawarden. 

Social Studies was a deep dive into the many 
significant events and people in New Zealand’s 
history. The students have really excelled in 
their research and reporting skills while learn-
ing about events that have shaped our history 
and identity. 

Finally, the class would like to farewell Zac 
Shennan who left our school this term. We 
wish him all the best for the future.



17

Science - Aluminium Foundries
Dr. Tim Kelly

This term the students in Years 8 - 10 put their 
Science learning into practice and built some 
homemade aluminium foundries. Foundries were 
built using holes in the ground, or buckets of plas-
ter. Many inventive electric bellows were designed, 
with varying degrees of success. Between the three 
classes, about 200 aluminium cans were melted 
down to make new items. Next term we will ex-
pand this further by learning about the science that 
underpins steam powered generators, and then 
building our own.

Enviro Club
Term 3 Update
Dr. Tim Kelly and Georgia Marsh

The school Enviro Club has been extremely busy this 
term. The students have planted natives in the new play-
ground in the Year 1-7 area of the school, and around 
the back and sides of the new Discovery building. They 
have also been busy sowing vegetable seedlings to con-
tinue growing at home and in our new greenhouse at 
school, which is currently being built. 

The Enviro Club ran a competition at the start of the 
term to design posters for the school bins, to entice 
students to use the bins properly and reduce rubbish 
around the school. The club received many great entries, 
which are now posted on bins around the school. 

Next term, the Enviro Club will be participating in the 
Backyard Battle and the Upstream Battle. These Battles 
include surveying litter in our community and students 
contributing their findings to a citizen science project.

Science and Enviro Club
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Mt Lyford Ski Trip
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Snow Day!
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Hurunui’s Got Talent 2022 
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Hurunui’s Got Talent 2022
Lauren Molhoek

Organised by the Yr 9 and 10 Music class, Hurunui’s Got Talent 
was an exceptional showcase of the talent we have here at Hurunui 
College. The audience (and judges) were wowed with gymnastic 
feats, a stunning magician, phenomenal singing and musicians as 
well as beautiful ballet. Nathan Lampinez took home the prize for 
the Year 1-6 section and the duet of Sophie Frost and Shea Kelly 
won for the Year 7-13 section. Our massive thanks are extended to 
the Judges Kelsey Woodford, Megan Johannis and William Harnett 
and of course TiC Phil Biddlecombe.
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Art
Street Art Project
Lee Copplestone

This term in Art, students have undertaken a street art project. They had to design a skateboard image 
that was personal and reflected their interests. 

It has been great to see the various design styles and ideas that students have generated. I have loved the 
outcomes and seeing the individual personalities of the class shining through.

Waitā Art
Lee Copplestone

In Waitā class we have been exploring colour. Students looked at different artists, one artist we ex-
plored was Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama. Students investigated her life story and looked at her use of 
colour and dots. As an outcome we produced Kusama inspired cell drawings. I have been very im-
pressed with the class’s enthusiasm and look forward to seeing how they develop as artists during next 
term’s project.
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Student Council
This term, the Student Council has been working on a special project. 
By selling a lot of milos at school, the council fundraised enough money 
to supply Waikari Health Centre and Amberley Medical Centre with a 
yummy morning tea to say thanks for all of the time and effort they put 
in to look after our community. The staff greatly appreciated the gesture 
and it was an excellent way for our students to show our school value of 
service. 
Thanks to Paris Bakery and Waikari Kitchen for doing the catering.

https://hurunuicollege.nzuniforms.com/


