
Welcome to the first edition of our 
termly newsletter. The termly 
newsletter is designed to provide a 
record of the comings and goings at 
Hurunui College over the term and 
outline upcoming events. Firstly, I’d 
like to take the opportunity to 
welcome all the students and families 
that are new to our school this year. 
We trust that you are enjoying your 
new school and feeling part of our 
family here at Hurunui College. 
 

As term one always is, it has been a 
very busy term and as I am writing this 
we are gearing up for the Canterbury 
Area Schools Association Festival, 
CASASFest, hosted this year by our 
community.  CASAFest is a huge 
undertaking and it could not be 
achieved if it were not for the massive 
hospitality and generosity of our 
community. In particular, the 
contributions made by Anna Sidey and 
our PTA, those who have come into 
referee, umpire and marshal events and 
the families who have opened their 
doors to the students from our visiting 
schools. Hosting only falls on our 
shoulders once every six years and it is 
an opportunity to pay back and pay 
forward the generosity shown by the 
other schools over the years. We must 
also extend a big thank you to Brendon 
Ferguson and Jenny Keeble who have 
spearheaded the organisation of 
CASAFest. It is a big undertaking and 
they have worked hard to ensure all the 
pieces of the puzzle come together. I 
am confident the event will run 
smoothly, and all students involved 
will have a fantastic few days in and 
around our community. 
 

This term will be most remembered 
for the horrific events that happened in 
Christchurch on the 15th of March. 
Sadly, this will be yet another date 
etched into the psyche of Cantabrians. 
We will all know somebody affected by 
the loss of life and events in 
Christchurch, friends, family, students 
and staff placed into lockdown, those 
working in the emergency services and 
hospitals and friends and family 
devastated by the shootings. The grief 
of these events will have touched us all 
in some way and if there is any good 
that can come out of this, it is the 
outpouring of grief, sympathy and 
support shown by Christchurch, our 
nation and from around the world. 
There will be many mixed emotions 
relating to our countries response and 
if there is one thing we can learn from 
the events is the need to foster 
understanding, openness and tolerance 
to all who call New Zealand home. The 
subtlety of racism and xenophobia 
remains widespread in many aspects of 
our society and it is my hope that the 
horrific event and the widespread 
response will challenge many of our 
preconceptions and long-held 
behaviours. Nobody is born with these 
preconceptions and it is only through 
intolerance of these xenophobic 
behaviours can we hope to nurture the 
future generations to be inclusive, 
open and embracing of diversity. As a 
nation, we will pass new gun laws and 
Canterbury will work through the 
debate around changing the Crusaders 
name and imagery. Although how 
divisive these may seem at the 
moment, for most of us neither of 
these will have any major impact on 
our lives. The real change that I hope 
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will happen is at the personal level 
where we challenge ourselves, our 
values, personal beliefs and actions. 
This is where the real difference and 
long-term change can be made. 
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29 Apr:  Term 2, first day 

10 May:  Year 11-13 Careers Expo  

15 May:  Full school Cross Country  

24 May BoT Elections, Nominations 
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31 May:  CCHS Indoor Tournament  

3 Jun:  Queens Birthday  

7 Jun:  BoT Elections, Voting closes  

19 - 21 Jun: Yr 1-13, Shrek Jr Musical  

27 Jun:  Yr 1-8 NZ Playhouse Theatre  

2 Jul:  Discovery Student Led 
 Conferences  

5 Jul:  Term 2, last day  
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Welcome to Tessa Allan, Beau McKay 
and Abigail Merry, Head Students of Hu-
runui College for 2019. The three hold 
the roles of Sport, Arts & Culture and 
Wellbeing. They form a vital role work-
ing with Leadership, staff and students, 
sitting on the student council, sports 
committee and attending weekly meet-
ings with senior leadership.  

Back row: Taleia 
MacMillan, Jake Topp and 
Katie Gunn.  
Front row: Libby Ginders  

 

Overview: Proud, positive, professional, 
presentable. We think that the uniform has 
had a really significant impact on ourselves as 
students but on the school as a whole too. 
Having our new uniform has given us a boost 
of self-confidence, because we know we look 
smart and tidy.  

The Year 11 students have all shifted into the 
uniform and approximately half of the other 
Year 9-12 students have made the switch. 
Many students in the primary classes are 
wearing the new uniform and the polo shirt 
looks great. The wide range of options within 
the uniform has meant that there is something 
for everyone. The website for Mainland 
Uniforms is super accessible - it is very easy to 
figure out the sizes you need as they have size 
charts. We have been really impressed with 
the delivery time, 2 days after purchasing the 
items, you can expect them to be in your 
mailbox.  

Opinions: We asked some students how 
they feel about the new uniform and here is 
what they had to say: 

Taleia Macmillan - Year 11 “ The new 
uniform is Super tidy and it makes us feel that we 
could fit in with any other town school.”  

Jake Topp - Year 11 - “I think it's pretty 
good and it’s a lot tidier than the old uniform. I 
like how the older students have the option to 
wear the tie. I think that it costs a bit.”  

Katie Gunn - Year 10 - “I think the new 
uniform is good, it’s more modern and tidy. I like 
how there is a wide range of items that we can 
choose from”.  

Libby Ginders - Year 6 - “The uniform is 
trendy and I find it comfortable. It's also warm 
and I love how the school logo is on it. We went 
into the shop to try things on and then got my 
uniform sent to our mailbox. Over half of my 
class has the new uniform”.  
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It is important to note that next term we 
will be rolling into the triennial Board of 
Trustees elections. It is crucial for all schools 
to ensure they have a confident, capable and 
open-minded board of trustees that 
alongside the Leadership Team oversees the 
governance and management of the school. 
It is a great opportunity to gain a better 
understanding of how a school functions and 
contribute to our strategic direction and 
annual targets. Trustee nominations open on 
the 10th of May 2019 with voting being 

open between the 29th of May and the 7th of 
June. If you wish to find out more about 
what it means to be a parent elected trustee 
please follow the link, https://www.trustee
-election.co.nz/becoming-a-trustee/, or feel 
free to come into school and we can discuss 
any questions you might have. 
Aroha mai aroha atu, salam alaikum, may 
peace be with us all 

Stephen Beck 

Tumuaki - Principal 
 

HEAD STUDENTS 2019 
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The kiwiwatch Group has had a strong start to the 
season with lots of students attending the monthly 
trips, including many new junior students. We 
have been catching less stoats than expected, given 
that we had a big mast event this year. Although 
we have not done any kiwi work this year, we are 
eagerly awaiting the results of a study by DOC and 
Lincoln Uni that has used remote listening devices 
to monitor kiwi abundance in the Nina. Despite 
the lack of kiwi work, we were happy to have a 
number of recent airings of a pair of whio (blue 
duck) below the Nina Hut at the Duchess conflu-
ence. Whio are nationally endangered, more so 
than the kiwi, and we had not seen any for a cou-
ple of years prior. Also of note is that the Kea 
Conservation Trust has undertaken kea banding in 
the Nina; we are hopeful that the Trust will in-
volve our students in this work. Thank you to all 
the students and their parents who work hard to 
make the Nina Valley a safe place for our native 
toanga.  

NINA VALLEY RESTORATION GROUP 

TABLOID SPORTS 

On Tuesday 5th February we had the annual Tabloids Sports. This event brings all the students together to compete in the 
first house event for the year. 
It was a great day, with the sun shining. The temperature was up and the fire hose was an attractive option to cool off. 
All the students participated well and it was great to see so many of them in house colours and working together. Sportsman-
ship was high on the agenda too with teams getting high points for fairplay. 
As the 8 rounds of events came to a close the points were close and final positions were hanging in the balance especially the 
close battle for 3rd. I look forward to seeing the house spirit continue throughout the year. 
Results 1st Mason 532.5 points, 2nd Sumner 519 points, 3rd Taylor 488 points, 4th Sheppard 484.5 points.  B Ferguson  
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Whero Class is full of Number Agents. We 
solve maths problems through role play and 
maths in a authentic context. This term we 
have met the villains Sum Snake and Knight 
Adder. We get problems from Clients who 
need our help to solve them. They can come 
through the portal or by video and email.  

We encourage our curious learners to ask 
questions, investigate their interests and get 
them involved in a number of Science activ-
ities. At Hurunui College the Discovery 
learning community are lucky enough to 
have access to the Science Department and 
the skills and resources of the staff there. 
The Year 3 and 4's attended the Science 
Roadshow which was an enthralling experi-
ence and stimulated great discussions and 
queries from the students.  

D ISCOVERY LEARNING COMMUNITY 

D ISCOVERY SCIENCE 

In Kakariki Class we have been watching over 60 
Monarch caterpillars turn into chrysalis and then 
hatch out as butterflies. The caterpillars have 
crawled all over the classroom to form their 
chrysalis. We have loved watching them.  
Here is some writing pretending to be caterpil-
lars or butterflies. 
 
I am a stripy butterfly. I am beautiful. I see flow-
ers. I feel happy. I feel the wind. I smell the flow-
ers. I love being a butterfly. I want to lay 

eggs. Tina  
 
I am a skinny caterpillar. I see other caterpillars 
that I want to be friends with. I feel the leaves 

rustling on my feet. Mason  
I smell stinky smoke. I am a pirate monarch but-
terfly. I feel happy. I wonder if bird will eat 

me. Nico  

I am a yellow and black caterpillar. I am fat. I 
live in a tractor with the wheels until I turn into 
a chrysalis. Jens  
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MONARCH MUSINGS 

WHERO 'S NUMBER AGENTS  



D ISCOVERY CONSTRUCTION 

Organised fitness is a daily activity in Discovery. The students all start fitness together which is a 
great way for the students to get to know and trust each other as well as creating opportunities 
to help one another. Many skills are developed in these sessions including catching, spatial 
awareness and working as a team. By Year 3 and 4 the intensity and expectation is increased 
markedly with the aim of building strength, stamina and confidence.  

D ISCOVERY FITNESS  

We are often astounded at the 
sophisticated and imaginative outcomes 
created by our students. Opportunities are 
provided to students who have a particular 
interest or passion.  

With our 'Learning Through Play' philosophy 
students are encouraged to be creative using 
a variety of different mediums of their 
choosing. This is scaffolded initially by the 
teachers and gradually moves to independent 
and collaborative projects with their peers. 
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RISE time in Exploring is a time to 
celebrate reaching our RISE value goals 
for the week. Students are able to opt 
into various choice activities. The 
students in these photos have been busy 
constructing with k'nex, making farms, 
and card making for Christchurch.   

 

Kikorangi have been cooking up a storm this 
term. Our first bake was homemade pizzas. 
After studying the recipe we realised it would 
take awhile for the dough to rise. Luckily we 
had plenty of school work to do in the 
meantime. We each made individual pizzas 
with cheese and spaghetti on. They tasted 
delicious. The following week we made 
pancakes to celebrate Shrove Tuesday, the day 
before Ash Wednesday when Lent starts. It 
was really fun and we got to bring our own 
toppings. After we went outside and had a 
pancake race where you have to run and flip 

the pancake before passing it onto the next 
person. Needless to say the pancakes were 
not edible afterwards! We also baked a 
variety of snacks for our end of term movie 
treat. We made chocolate chip cookies, 
anzac biscuits, chocolate fudge slice, potato 
wedges and pizza! We spent all morning 
baking and then relaxed in the afternoon 
watching the movie Wonder and eating 
delicious homemade snacks.  

KOWHAI CLASS TOOK PART IN SCHOOL KIT SQUAD  

On Thursday 4 April Kowhai Class sent 
away an exciting package to our buddy class, 
Room 9 Paerata school near Pukekohe. The 
package consisted of poetry postcards that 
when put together make a up a mystery 
jigsaw, a class poster, a class colour poem, 
information about our school and our 
district, and some Easter treats! The poems 
were about some items in a special tin, e.g 
an ancient key, a compass, a tiny ship in a 
bottle. We had to find out about the item, 
choose some wonderful describing words, 

and then use the dictionary, thesaurus, 
Google translate, and an anagram maker to 
discover more fabulous words. In return, we 
were very excited to receive a similar 
package from Paerata school. We loved 
finding out about each other's lives and 
schools. Now we are writing stories about 
some of the items in the tin and we will send 
them to our buddy class and stay in touch 
with them this year.  

RISE T IME 

KIKORANGI COOKING 
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Over Term 1, the Year 8 class worked on a self-inquiry unit called 
"Passion Projects". This involved the students choosing one of their life 
passions and sharing it with the class through a Power Point 
presentation. The passions included a wide range of academic, sport, 
and musical activities with some students even including interactive 
activities or quizzes. All projects were done to an excellent standard 
that all students can be proud of.  

YEAR 8 PASSION PROJECT 

INVESTIGATING LEARNING COMMUNITY 

YEAR 10 PASSION PROJECT 

independently. We had students learning 
languages, learning new songs on musical 
instruments, developing Basketball skills, 
photography, make-up, bike mechanics and 
knitting. It was lots of fun! 

Year 10 have been working on their own 
Passion Project this term. The students were 
able to chose  a topic of their choice and then 
spent homeroom time on a Friday afternoon 
developing their skills and interests. The 
students really enjoyed the chance to work 

Above: Flynn and Bradley 
doing some research on 

Basketball skills 

Above: Monique doing 
photography 

Above: William and Liam 
working on their bikes 

Above: Ebony learning a new 
song on the Piano 

HAKA PRACTICE 

The students from Investigating joined with 
the Aspiring students to practice the Haka. 
Beua McKay, in his role as Head Student of 
Arts and Culture, has been slowly teaching 
each class the Haka in preperation for events. 
The first event where we will get to 
demonstrate what we have learned will be 
CASAfest at the end of this term.  



 

The level three Chemistry class carrying out 
their investigation into ascorbic acid (Vitamin 
C) content in fruit juices. The practical 
produced some excellent results that the 
pupils used to complete the internal 
assessment towards their NZQA Chemistry 
qualification. This year the students choose to 
focus on the effects that temperature has on 
ascorbic acid and what their findings mean for 
levels of ascorbic acid in fruits, vegetables and 
fruit drinks.   

YOUNG ENTERPRISE SCHEME—KICKSTART 

Bradley White and Beau McKay took part in 
the 2019 Kickstart programme run by the 
Lion's Foundation Young Enterprise 
Scheme. The guys had to try some team 
building activities and with the support of 
Business Mentors refine their business ideas. 
They also had a chance to develop the skills 
of ideation. So if their business ideas come 
up against problems they will be able to 
pause and re-assess what they do next.  

QUANTITIVE ANALYSIS 
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Mid Term One and we are two challenges into the Year 13 vs Teachers 'spoon' 
challenges. The first of the tasks was a race during our Year 8 to 13 swimming 
sports. Unfortunately, this was a loss to the students. 
As the bearers of the Spoon, the Year 13 team choose the next challenge. 
In March the students selected a Dodgeball tournament, best out of three. How-
ever, yet again there were upset faces from the students as they again lost 2 
games to none. 
The teachers eagerly await the next challenge.  

SPOON CHALLENGES, YEAR 13S VS STAFF CHALLENGES 



Preparations are well underway for our whole school musical production of Shrek Jr which has an 
opening night of Wednesday 19 June. The cast have been busily rehearsing their songs and speaking 
parts on Wednesday and Sunday afternoons. Primary classes are preparing for their chorus items. 
Meanwhile in the technology rooms Year 9 and 10 students are designing and constructing costumes 
and props. It's wonderful to see the whole school on board!  

SCHOOL PRODUCTION , SHREK JNR 

ARTS & CULTURE 

SPORTS 

14 February 2019: The annual Secondary Swimming Sports were a big success with an absolute 
cracking day in the 30's. 
A massive thank you and congratulations to all students that participated. It was great to see such 
high participation levels this year and the students taking the event seriously both as competitors and 
as supporters. 
There was a lot of positive House moral and great leadership on display by the captains throughout 
the day. It was great to see such a positive, competitive, and fun environment. 
There were a number of people who did every race possible even if it wasn't their strongest event; 
well done! 
A huge congratulations to Josh Gunn for breaking 5 records, one in each stroke for the U14 age 
group, Charlotte Cassidy for breaking two records, in 2 Length Freestyle and Backstroke, Hannah 
Evans in U16 2 Length Butterfly and Open Butterfly, and Katie Gunn U15 2 Length Butterfly.  
 At the end of the day with all the points tallied up Sumner came out on top with a huge lead taking 
out 1st place, followed by Sheppard in 2nd place, Mason in 3rd and right on their tail was Taylor 
finishing in 4th.  

YEAR 8 –13 SWIMMING SPORTS 



CCHS SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

19 February 2019:This year the Year 1-7 Swimming Sports were held in ideal conditions. Participation was high and we had 
a large number of water confident swimmers, as well as some very able and competitive swimmers who pushed themselves to 
enter in either the one length or two length competitive races. For the first time in a number of years we did not have a large 
pool display. The swimming ability of our young children was impressive. This year as a final event for the Discovery Learning 
Community we again ran the width relays and these were followed by the closely contested house and parent/teacher/student 
length relays. The children always enjoy these races and it is a great way to finish the day. Thank you to all our parent 
volunteers who helped out on the day. We could not run this event without you and your help was much appreciated. 
Thankyou also to the large number of parent and extended family supporters who took the time out of their day to attend this 
event. Your presence and support was also much appreciated.   

YEAR 1-7 SWIMMING SPORTS 

A big thank you to the parents who helped 
with transport, timing, and marshalling 
during the day, without you we would not 
have been able to take so many students. 
Congratulations to all those who swam and 
I look forward to taking a big team again in 
2020.   

On Tuesday 26th February we took a strong 
team of 26 swimmers through to Rangiora 
for the CCHS Swimming Championships.  
This event is the follow on from our school's 
Year 8-13 Swimming Sports. 
It was great to have so many swimmers 
involved this year and competing to a high 
level gaining multiple placings across the 
board. 
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HURUNUI  

DUATHLON 

Five students went along to 
Hanmer Forest to represent the 
school in the Hurunui Primary 
Duathlon. 

Well done to Sophie Thompson, 
Riley Abbot, Kyle Searle, Gemma 
Ralph and Andrew Fincham. 

Canterbury Primary Schools Swimming Champs: were 
held at Selwyn Aquatic Centre in Rolleston on Thursday 
4 April 2019. Congratulations to Riley Abbott and 
Sinead Chisnall for being selected. Results as follows: 

Riley Abbott: Freestyle Yr 6 boys - 11th from 35 

Riley Abbott: Open Butterfly 12th from 24 

Sinead Chisnall: Backstroke Yr 5 girls - 29th from 33. 

Well done this is awesome. 

UPDATE: CANTERBURY PRIMARY  

SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 



On Wednesday 13th March we took a strong team of 31 
students in to the new international Athletics track at Nga 
Puna Wai for the annual CCHS Athletics competition. 
Our students did really well with a handful of 1st places and 
a number of 2nd and 3rds. They demonstrated great skills 
and were well behaved at the event giving a positive image 
of our school. 
A big thanks to all the parents who helped with transport, 
timing, and getting the students to their events. 
Following the event we had 3 students heading into the 
Canterbury Secondary Schools event. Good luck to Ella 
Ferguson, Josh Gunn, and Jacob Paton.  

CCHS ATHLETICS 

On Wednesday 13th March our bowling 
brothers headed in to the city for the Canterbury 
Secondary Schools Bowls Championships. In 
2018 they were both successful and this year 
continued in similar form. Up against 11 other 
players from the Canterbury region they both 
achieved well in pool play which lead to Jordan 
making the final and Logan playing off for 3rd. 
Congratulations to them both Jordan coming 1st 
(on right) and Logan 3rd for 2019. Thanks to 
Val and Jason for their efforts throughout the 
season.  

CANTERBURY SECONDARY SCHOOL BOWLS 
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NORTH CANTERBURY SWIMMING CHAMPS 

Three students attended this 
preliminary event which they qualify 
for from the CCHS Athletics. 
Congratulations to Ella Ferguson: 
Under 14 High Jump, 200m and 
400m; Josh Gunn: Under 14 Triple 
Jump, 400m and Jacob Paton: Under 
19 100m and 400m. Well done  

CANTERBURY 

SECONDARY 

SCHOOLS’ ATHLETIC 

CHAMPS 

21 March 2019: Hurunui College was 
represented at Dudley Pool, Rangiora by Riley 
Abbot, Sophie Thompson and Sinead Chisnell 
(absent from photo). Up against tough 
opposition our pupils performed well and 
represented the school with pride. 

We had three very capable students 
Riley Abbott, Sinead Chisnall and 
Sophie Thompson attend this event at 
Dudley Aquatic Centre in Rangiora. 
They had been selected from the 
Hurunui Primary Swimming event in 
Cheviot. Congratulations to you all and 
well done to Riley Abbott (Year 6) 
gaining 1st place in Backstroke and 2nd 
in Freestyle.  

NORTH CANTERBURY 

PRIMARY SPORTS 

SWIMMING 



Congratulations to all the 
participants and organisers of 
CASAfest 2019 at Hurunui 
College, and to Bill Bailey and 
Abigail Merry for being awarded 
the Individual Fair Play Awards for 
Hurunui College 

For CASA Fest 2019, the Year 8 class were busy as the official news team for the event. 
The Year 8 class setup a CASA Fest website and were flat out over the three days 
conducting on the scene interviews, match reports, and taking photos of every event. 
These were published for public view on the CASA Fest website.  

Check out their great work at: http://casafestnews.simplesite.com/  

CASAFEST 2019 

p 03 314 4430 
e office@hurunuicollege.school.nz 

www.hurunuicollege.school.nz 

C HECK  OUT  OUR  WEBSITE  
FOR  CALENDAR  U PDATES  

After a false start due to some intense rain on Tuesday 2 April, we 
headed over to the Scargill Domain on Wednesday morning. We arrived 
early with lots of energy and nervous. We were able to have morning 
tea and a play on the playground to help us prepare for the big day 
ahead. 

The day was a big learning experience for our students. For some it is 
their first out of school sports outing. But after the first few games our 
students really got into the swing of it. They were loading up bases, 
hitting home runs and getting the other team out as they came to 3rd 
base. They also learned that throwing the ball is faster than running it to 
a base when fielding. 

We were really lucky to have the support of lots of amazing parents. The 
children had lots of fun, worked on their tee ball skills, all showed 
exceptional RISE values throughout the whole day and loved the 
sausages sizzle for lunch. Thank you to all the parent support. It would 
not have been possible without their help.  

YEAR 3-4 TEE BALL 
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Support and Sponsors 
CASA Fest 2019 would not be possible 
without the support from so many in the 
area schools community and beyond. 
Here are just some of the many people 
and organisations we would like to thank: 

 Hurunui College PTA 

 Hawarden Waikari Lions Club 

 All families and people that pro-
vided accommodation for visiting 
schools 

 All volunteers that helped with the 
refereeing or organisation of 
events 

 All bus and coach drivers that 
drove students safely to and from 
the events 

 Hawarden Netball Club 

 Hawarden Golf Club 

 Hawarden Bowls Club 

 Hawarden Volunteer Fire Brigade 

 Hawarden Four Square 

 Leo Dunne Limited (Karen Arm-
strong) 

 Philp Shearing 

 Fletcher Farms Contracting-
Freight 

 PAM’S Cafe 

 Waikari Auto Services Ltd 

 Hellers 

 Good Times Pies 

 Countdown - Amberley 

 Durand Family 

 RCPHO (Rural Canterbury Public 
Hospital Organisation) 

 Goodman Fielder 

 Coca Cola 

 Griffins 

 Westmeats - Chch 

HURUNUI COLLEGE 
19-21 June 2019 

http://casafestnews.simplesite.com/

