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Principal’s Comment

ENTER TO LEARN, LEAVE TO SERV E W H A K A U R U K I T Ē A K O , W E H E A T U K I A M A N A A K I T I A

Kia ora koutou parents and
whānau,
What a term we have had. What
we have been going through
over the past 16 weeks could
not have been predicted and
it is hard to believe that life at
school is nearly back to normal.
Certainly, the cracks are starting
to show as we head into the
last week of term and staff and
students are beginning to show
the symptoms of what has been
a long and both physically and
mentally draining time. I know
we are looking forward to the
mid-year break and returning
in term three refreshed and
excited about approaching
a term with some sense of
normality. Fingers crossed.
However, through adversity
comes opportunity and I
would like to thank those who
took the time to complete
our “Learning from Home”
survey. The information we
have gathered will prove very
useful as we head into term
three and start exploring the
positives we can glean from
the experience. One of the key
areas of feedback we received
from parents was that they
felt more connected with their
children’s learning and wanted
this to continue. We have seen
a greater connection with our
online platforms such as the
Skool Loop app and website
and these became essential

communication tools during the
alert level changes. Our Edge
student management system
also came to the forefront as
a means for ongoing and up to
date reporting for our students
in the Investigating and
Aspiring Learning Communities.
Google Classroom and Google
Education apps enabled
teachers and students to quickly
adapt to our new learning
environment and allowed us to
deliver an effective programme
in the home. It shows the work
undertaken by the school over
the past few years has paid
dividends and allowed us to
quickly adapt. If the pandemic
had happened 6 months earlier
we would not have been in the
position to react so quickly.
Thankfully we were not tied
to school-based resources
and student and staff files
were easily accessible in the
cloud. Our ability to quickly
roll devices into the home
prior to and during lockdown
was also a critical component
of effectively supporting
learning at home. The work
that was undertaken by Philip
Biddlecombe and Beth Bailey to
achieve this was outstanding. It
was certainly a steep learning
curve for all of us and what I
hope is that the growth, level
of connectedness, responsive
teaching practices and student
agency/ownership of learning is

not lost as we return to learning
at school. This will need to be
a focus for us over the second
half of the year as we look to
leverage off the huge gains
made. A message reflected
in the survey responses from
whānau was that they were
highly appreciative of the work
put in by all our staff. They felt
privileged to be associated
with the school and felt wellsupportive during the lockdown
period. This was fantastic
feedback and we now need
to ensure we build on these
positives.
Sadly change is inevitable in any
work environment and schools
are definitely not immune.
Following the lockdown, Beryl
Wildman resigned from her
numerous positions at Hurunui
College. Beryl has been with the
school for a significant length
of time and has worked with
generations of families at the
school. Beryl started working
in the school back in 1977,
and although she had a small
amount of time away, it still
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marks 43 years of association with the school. She has worked as a cleaner, lab technician and most
significantly as a teacher aide/learning assistant over the many years. This is the aspect of the job she
enjoyed the most and I’m sure what she will be missing the most. She loved working with our tamariki
and I know many will fondly remember their time alongside Beryl. Beryl has been very clear that she did
not want a fuss made of her on leaving, but we still wish her all the best in retirement. If you see her
out and about, be sure to give her a cuddle and thank her for her exceptional service to the school. She
will be sadly missed.
Melissa Brown has also resigned from her office administrator position at Hurunui College. Melissa has
become a highly valued and very familiar face to all who have attended and visited the school over the
past 15 years. Melissa has always brought unwavering professionalism to the position and has been the
friendly face and familiar voice to all that visited or rung the school. The work she has done on behalf of
our staff and the care she has shown for our tamariki over the past 15 years has been exceptional and
greatly appreciated. We wish her all the best as she focuses on her new career and the fresh challenge
ahead. We know she will do a fantastic job and we wish her all the best for her future endeavours.
Kia hora te marino, kia whakapapa pounamu te moana, kia tere te kārohirohi i mua i tōu huarahi.
May the calm be widespread, may the ocean glisten as greenstone, may the shimmer of light ever
dance across your pathway.
We wish you both all the best for the future.
Ngā mihi nui,
Stephen Beck
Tumuaki - Principal
Hurunui College

Discovery Learning Community

kakariki class
In Kakariki class we have been studying the Earth and our World. We have been looking at how
tectonic plates move, made Fossils, will be visiting the Moa Swamp and made a mini inside of the
Earth with playdough.
I learnt about Volcanoes. The tectonic plates move together. Then they put lots of pressure on each
other. Then the Volcano erupts. People go skiing on active Volcanoes in New Zealand. Angus
The tectonic plates can rub together and they can go apart. One can go on top of another. There is the
core, then the mantle, then the crust in the earth. Cassie
One thing I learnt is about the Ring of Fire. It is where the Volcanoes are in the World. One plate goes
over. One plate goes under. It causes an eruption. Indy
The tectonic plates move together. Then they push together. Then the Volcano erupts.
Hunter
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I know how Volcanoes erupt. The tectonic plates crash together. Then pressure builds up. Then the
Volcanoes erupt. Stanley
I like Volcanoes. They erupt lava. King
The tectonic plates smash together. This makes an earthquake. The plates go apart. That makes the
big canyons and valleys. One plate can go on top and that causes an volcano to erupts. Some land
formations are hills, valleys, canyons, mountains, islands, plains and volcanoes. Abby
I love learning about Volcanoes. Caitlin
I know how Volcanoes erupt. The pressure builds up to about 900,000,000,000 degrees. Then it
explodes. Mason
The Moa Swamp is really old. We only have one real bone. I walked on the Moa Swamp with Cassie. I
like to play on the Moa Swamp. Honey ran down to the Moa Swamp. Fossils are really old. Fossils are
made out of animals that were buried. Mollie
I have a pumice rock. It would float if you put it in the water. Pumice comes from lava that comes from a
Volcano. Billie
The tectonic plates rub together and make an earthquake. One tectonic plate goes on top of another.
This makes the Volcanoes erupt. When the plates go apart they make valleys. Dakota
Volcanoes can spurt out fire and lava. Maddie
The tectonic plates fight. This makes earthquakes happen. Mikaila
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waiporoporo class
There was a significant amount of learning done during
lockdown. It was a great opportunity to learn some new skills
(and brush up on some old ones). One of our favourite activities
was “Get Lost”. See if you can spot our chameleons.
Anzac Day, Easter and Autumn were great opportunities for
a creativity. We got art, poems, stories and sculptures. Despite
all the neat experiences to be had during lockdown, the children
were really happy when the got catch up with each other.
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Exploring Learning Community

Rocks & Fossils, Kowhai Class
Kowhai class enjoyed sharing their rocks and fossils with Whero
class at buddy time.The teachers were amazed at the variety
and quality of rocks and fossils that came to school, and also
the knowledge that the children have already. There are many
budding geologists and paleontologists at Hurunui College now!

Kowhai class recently took part in a writing swap with Weymouth school in Auckland. We had to
organise a journey for them on Google Maps to get from their school to ours. This was written on
a large poster and based on a famous poem called “The Map of the Road”. The poem poster which
included our planned destinations could only be revealed by wearing 3D glasses. Weymouth school did
the same for us, it was very exciting waiting for their package to arrive! The funny thing was, out of all
the destinations we could choose on the way, both schools chose Pekepeka! We also swapped sestina
poems about journeys on postcards. When the postcards are put together they make a puzzle on the
back. We also sent them our funny “Just to say” poems, our Memorable moments from lockdown
and a short description of our school and our students. We have a display of their writing as well as our
own in Kowhai classroom.
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kikorangi class
Kikorangi Lockdown Camp Week
During lockdown we couldn't go on camp so we had a camp week. We had four teams. We did
challenges like bird watching, camp outside, bathroom cleaning and room inspection.they were all
worth one point each and there were 10 challenges. You could do extra challenges but you may not get
points.The camp out was really fun but you could get scared some of the time. The birds were really
loud in the morning. One of the funny things was Franco (Josie’s cat)
pooped in her tent and it smelt so bad.Another funny thing was Toby
(Samantha’s dog) jumped in the tent and made a big mess before she
went to bed. At the end of camp week one team was the winner, it was
the first group they were Sinead,Josie,Sophie,Ashlee and Bailee. By
Sinead,Josie and Samantha

New children’s view on Hurunui College
Hello, today we will be interviewing the new children that have recently joined Hurunui college, and
getting their perspective on the school so far. We will ask them what they like about the school.
Max: There are lots of nice kids, and The teachers are really nice. I like playing handtaps with my
friends Connor and Charlie.
Mikiala: I really like this school and think it is great, and I enjoy playing on the playground with my
friend Indy. Ariana: I love this school, and my teacher, Miss Brinsford, is the best teacher in the world, I
also enjoy playing on the field with my friends, Kirsten and Rosie.
Thank you for reading these interviews, and we hope that Ariana, Max and Mikiala, we hope you have
a great time at this school and learn many things. Have a great holiday everyone!
Article by Ashlee Murray and Ariana Luton.
A New Challenge
This year Primary Sports Canterbury had a new challenge.
We had 4 different challenges. Skipping, hip hop dancing,
skateboarding and a scooter challenge. Many people entered these
challenges. Including Sinead Chisnall. She was timed skipping and
stopped at 3 minutes 2 seconds. Rosie Badcock, Kirsten Santana
and Ariana Luton danced to uptown funk. Kirsten jumped off their
backs. Dustin Wright did the scooter challenge and went around the
primary area of the school and was super speedy. He got 54sec.
Great effort everyone
By Khaliah and Kirsten
6

Kikorangi Volcanos
In this bizzare term Kikorangi class, for our topic made paper mache models of colossal New Zealand
volcanoes. We had tons of fun making our projects. To construct them we had to make a cardboard
base to paper mache then paint them. After we'd done that we had to make a video/poster about
our volcanos. We were very enthusiastic about how they work and why. They were all exquisite and
unique and at the end they looked magnificently awesome. Most people had to build half a volcano to
show the inner layers and how they formed. After all the hard work it was time to explode them at the
volcano party. These breathtaking volcanos looked just like the real thing.
Fun fact: the term volcano comes from the roman god of fire vulcan.
Connor, Shea, Charlie, Max, Kayleigh

Natural Disasters
This term our class, (Kikorangi) have been working on natural disasters, and we have also written
newspaper reports!
It was very fun and now they are all up on the back wall. Most of us did volcanoes some people did
earthquakes, and hardly any of us did tsunamis. We have also completed a success criteria, and most
people got multistructural and three people (Rosie Badcock Liam Clausen and Josie Earl) got extended
abstract! Come and read them in Kikorangi class.
By Sophie Frost and Rosie Badcock
Earth Model Madness
In Kikorangi class we have been learning a veriaty of things to do
with the layers of the earth such as crust, mantle, outer core and
inner core. We created posters about the layers of earth and model
earths made out of boiled eggs or playdough to go with them.
This links to our topic on natural disasters and how they happen.
Learning about these layers is important to the understanding of
natural disasters like earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis.
Liam Clausen

Gymnastics
In gymnastics we are learning how to do a forward roll and a
backward roll. We also learnt how to do a stag jump, split jump,
straight full jump and a straight half jump. We are learning a new
jump called a backward pike jump and a forward pike jump. We
also learned the cat half jump and full turn jump. Next week we are
learning how to do a cartwheel and handstands.
Will Zino and Dustin Wright
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lockdown camp, karaka class

During Covid 19 Alert Level 4, Exploring missed out on our Arthurs Pass
Camp. We decided to have a camp week at home and had almost as much
fun as the real thing!
These are Karaka’s photos of just some of our activities: We discovered Moa fossils! (well, we

faked them but we think they’re pretty
convincing).

We built some amazing bivvies outside….
...and inside
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We made campfires and
cooked on them.

We went on long hikes with our families.

Some of us even made giant bird’s nests!
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Investigating Learning Community
Marie Black, The Mayor of Hurunui, visited Hurunui College on Friday
last week. Alongside her, she also had Bradley White, to assist her in
teaching the Year 10 class about what things the council does. Bradley
White, a member of the Hurunui Youth Council (HYC), taught the class
about the things that the HYC does. Marie Black also spoke about
what the council does. She also
added some personal anecdotes and stories. She was elected deputy mayor many times. She also showed the class the agenda for the
latest meetings. She also spoke about the fact that the council had
lost 2 million dollars due to the Covid-19 lockdown. Bradley spoke
about what was required to become a part of the HYC and the types
of things they do. By Jacob Squires and Daniel Topp

Aspiring Learning Community

YES Business Studies

Challenge Winners One of our business studies teams Kaihanga Waiata was lucky enough to win the
first challenge for the region. They had to validate their business idea and submit their evidence to be
judged. Their business is to try to make Maori resources more accessible in an educational or business
environement. The team have won a mentorship with the Ministry of Awesome and a$100 Prezzi card.

Amberley Farmers Market One of our business studies
companies at their first market. Papatuaku Designs
specialise in custom made eco friendly furniture.
The company run by group of year 11 - 13 have also
developed an online shop for their products. https://
papatuanuku-designs.mystorbie.com/

Business Pitch Our Hurunui College business studies
students completed their pitches today. If you have
ever watched Dragons Den or Shark Tank you may
have an idea of what they went through.
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Compass FM Promotion The
Business Studies students travelled
to Compass FM to market their
companies. They will be broadcast
next week on 104.9 Compass FM.

Digital Exams
Our school is looking to start/scale up our offering of digital exams this year. Teachers will be talking
with students regarding which subjects will be available and how any online learning experience this
year could help build their confidence in digital exams.
NZQA is continuing to increase the number of digital exams, with 21 subjects across three levels available this year. It will be supporting us with practical advice and information about infrastructure, devices, and guidance for teachers to support students.
Resources to help students get ready include practice activities, digitised versions of 2019 exams, and
video resources showing how to use features and functions of the exams. More information can be
found on the Student Exam Hub.

Tree Planting
This term the Agricultural and
Horticultural Science class joined
Hurunui DC and ECan to plant
200 native trees at the Balmoral
Reserve.
In addition to improving the
environment in our local
community, this work helped the
students learn how, where, and
when to plant trees. Thank you
to Ward, our local HDC youth
coordinator, for organising this
opportunity.

Wooden Spoon Challenge
The Year 13s tried again to beat the teachers
at Volleyball. However, after a tough couple
of sets the Year 13s lost in dramatic fashion.
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