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TERM 2 2026

Key Dates Term 3 2026

20 Jul Term 3 Begins

20-24 Jul Mobile Dental Van onsite

4 Aug Secondary School Parents 
Evening

5 Aug NetNZ Music Concert

6 - 10 Aug Life Education (yrs 1-8)

8 Aug Year 11-13 Formal

18 Aug HPSSA 7-Aside (ppd 20 
Aug)

24 Aug Teacher Only Day 
(School Closed to Students)

18 Sep Last day of Term 3

Kia ora koutou parents and whānau, Mānawatia a Matariki. 

As we end another action-fi lled term, it is incredible to look back at 
just how much our students have achieved over the past 
eleven weeks. From the sporting fi elds to the stage and academic 
challenges to community fundraising, our school has been a busy 
place.

As we pause for the holidays, we also welcome Matariki, the Māori 
New Year. It is a time that naturally calls for Kotahitanga (unity and 
togetherness). The below whakataukī speaks to the very heart of 
this season and our school.

“Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari he toa takitini.  
My strength is not as an individual, but that of many”

We strive to see this refl ected everywhere in our school and in 
what we do as a community. Just like teams working together, 
we are always stronger when we move in the same direction, 
supporting one another, celebrating our connections, and lifting 
each other up.

A massive congratulations to the four students and 
accompanying staff  who travelled north to Whangārei for the 
NZASA National Sports Tournament. The level of competition was 
outstanding, but more importantly, they participated and enjoyed 
the connections that exist across our area schools. The tournament 
shows us how sport can bridge distances, turn opponents into 
friends and create a powerful sense of kotahitanga and 
togetherness. We are incredibly proud of how our staff  and 
students represented our school and how the tournament refl ected 
the positive area schools connections across Aotearoa. What a 
great experience for all involved and something our younger 
students can aspire to be involved in. 

Beyond the sports tournament, our students have been incredibly 
busy representing our school. This term, our cross-country runners 
achieved strong results at the Hurunui and Canterbury events, 
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while our public speakers and debaters excelled in exchanges with Amuri Area School and the North 
Canterbury semi-fi nals. Our female secondary students expanded their horizons in the Wāhine in 
STEM programme with the University of Canterbury and our Senior Geography class wrapped up 
the term with their class trip to Mt Cook. Finally, a massive shout out to our Student Council and our 
school community for displaying outstanding spirit by raising over $4,000 for Shave for a Cure.

Matariki is a deeply special time in Aotearoa. It signals a period to refl ect on the year that has been, 
connect with the land, and look forward to the future. Most importantly, it is an opportunity to come 
together as whānau and friends, share kai, and remember those family members and loved ones who 
are no longer with us. As we look up at the cluster of stars, it is also a time to look ahead and set our 
sights and aspirations for the year ahead.

When we return for Term 3, our school-wide focus will be fi rmly on Respect. We will be working with 
all around what respect looks like between our students, our staff , our environment and ourselves.

Reminders and Notices:

Winter Uniform Reminder: Part of showing respect for our school community is wearing our uniform 
correctly. Please support us by checking that your children are in the correct school uniform before 
they leave the house in the morning. Layering up with correct school jackets and thermals will keep 
them warm and ready to learn.

Curriculum & Mid-Year Reporting: Behind the scenes, our staff  continue to work hard managing 
national curriculum changes and reporting expectations. Year 1–8 parents should have now received 
their child’s mid-year reports. We encourage you to sit down with your tamariki over the break to 
celebrate their achievements and discuss their next steps.

Brand New Website: Keep an eye out for our brand-new school website, which is now up and 
running. This long-overdue upgrade will off er a fresh, modern, and user-friendly space for our 
community. 

Centenary (1927–2027): Planning will accelerate next term as we look ahead to our 100-year 
celebration. If you are an ex-pupil, past staff  member, or part of a family with ties to our school, please 
lock in Labour Weekend 2027 (22nd–23rd October 2027). To help our planning you can pre-register 
using this link - Pre-registration Form.

Thank you all for your continued support throughout Term 2. Have a safe and warm time together with 
your whānau and we look forward to seeing everyone refreshed for Term 3.

Nā reira, mānawatia a Matariki. Paimārire ki a tātou katoa, 

Ngā mihi nui,

Stephen Beck
Principal - Tumuaki
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Special Olympics National Summer Games

Ryleigh Painter is an amazing basketball player. 
In December 2025, after school fi nished for the 
year, Ryleigh played basketball for the 
Canterbury/North Canterbury team in the Special 
Olympics National Summer Games. 

These games are held every four years, with 
spectacular opening and closing ceremonies at 
the Wolfbrook Arena and Te Pae. Mum, Nicola, 
reports that the vibe was epic and the 
sportsmanship was next level. Ryleigh showed 
confi dence and pride both in his games and in 
his interactions with celebrity sports people. 

During the year, Ryleigh plays for North 
Canterbury Special Olympics, TĪMA A and B 
teams and also Youthtown. The people in his 
team range in age from 12 years up to 59+ years 
old.

Ryleigh trains and plays basketball every Friday. 
His goal is to work hard so he has a chance of 
being selected for a New Zealand team and 
ultimately compete at the World Special 
Olympics in 2027. He has been selected to go to 
Nelson for a basketball tournament on 26th July 
and we wish him all the best for this tournament 
and his future in basketball. 

Janet Tilson



Discovery | Waipuna-ā-rangi
As part of the Earth and Space topic, we entered a nationwide competition called ‘Patch to the Future’. 
Students designed their own mission badges to celebrate 10 years of the New Zealand Space Agency. 
Here are some of our designs.

We also designed our very own planets, considering 
aspects such as the weather, life forms, 
physical features, and location. 
We then represented our planets through colourful 
artworks created using salt and dye. 

The name of my planet is Crombosia. 
It is the fastest-spinning planet in the solar system. 
It has red roses and prickly pines.
Connie

My planet is Cloud. The weather is cold and snowy. 
It is dry and rocky. There are crystals that taste like 
strawberries.
Blake B

My planet is called Soft. It is next to the sun. It has 
mountains and forests. It has only people, no bugs.
Josh

My planet is called Palmerston North. It has a river 
with axolotls, pink trees, and purple bushes. It has 
nice warm winds, a rainbow every day, and warm, 
fl uff y snow.
Juniper

My planet is Sunny Bay. It is far away from Earth. It is 
snowy and cold. It has a lot of bees.
Millie

The name of my planet is Disco Black. 
It is northwest of Earth. It is sunny and has tigers and 
one fox. Fun fact: my planet is dirty.
Blake F

My planet is called L&P. It has big crabs and huge rips. 
It looks like a big planet.
Matthew

The name of my planet is Dog Motorbike. I have 
talking dogs and bugs on my planet. The weather is 
rainy, frosty, and warm. It is next to the Black Hole 
and is covered with bumpy, squishy dirt and mud.
Mason

The name of my planet is Green Disco. It is beside 
Jupiter. The weather is hot and the green sun is 
shining. A fun fact about my planet is that it has a 
green sun, yellow hills, and black rivers.
Jim
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Maths - Geometry

We have been learning 
about 2D and 3D shapes. 
We created pictures using 
a variety of overlapping 
geometric shapes.

Kate Frame

My planet is Mousegoat. It is next to Venus. It has icy, snowy white mountains. There are mice, goats, 
cats, and horses on my planet.
Georgia

My planet is called Kiwis and Tuataras because there are kiwis and tuatara living there. It has rocky 
mountains and lakes. It is hot like summer.
Angus

My planet is Sausage Roll. It is near the moon. The weather is cold and snowy. There are lots of trees 
and friendly rabbits.
Laite

My planet is called Rainbow Monster. It has rivers and blossoms. It has a pink sun.
Riley

My planet is The Wishing Star. It is as cold as winter. My planet is covered in grass.
Franklin

My planet is The Planet of Doom. It is right by the Black Hole. It has lots of rocks and mountains. 
It has lots of big hurricanes and is very cold. It has no life. It has two rings made of little rocks that are 
hard to see.
Jock

My planet is Canon Bomb. It is rocky and cold, and there are aliens. There is a giant rainbow over my 
planet.
Sadie
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Beekeeper Visit for Waita 

Learning about pollination and honeybees in 
Science kept Waitā Class busy at the start of 
the term with Mrs Zino. The class particularly 
enjoyed having Monique, our local beekeeper 
come in and share her expertise on the matter 
of bees and honey.

Keri Zino

Exploring|Waitā
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Exploring|Hiwa-i-te-rangi and Matariki
Matariki and Hiwa classes have been designing, testing and 
problem-solving all term in Science.  As part of their Energy 
Challenge Project they were tasked with making balloon and 
rubber-band powered cars. They love talking about potential 
energy now!

Keri Zino
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This term, Matariki has been exploring the world of probability and chance. Throughout the unit, 
students developed their understanding of how likelihood can be measured, predicted, and applied 
in real life situations.

To conclude their learning, students designed and created their own maths games, giving them 
the opportunity to apply the knowledge and skills they had developed in a fun and engaging way. 
We have been super impressed by their creativity, problem solving, and mathematical thinking 
throughout the process.

We look forward to sharing their games with you soon!

Whaea Mik

Exploring|Matariki
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Year 4-8 Speech Competition
After many weeks of researching, writing, and preparing persuasive speeches, our students proudly 
competed in the Hurunui College Year 4-8 Speech Competition. The standard was exceptionally high, 
with a wide range of important and thought-provoking topics brought to light. We were incredibly 
impressed by the confi dence, dedication, and hard work that each student demonstrated throughout the 
process and on competition day. Congratulations to all of our tamariki for their outstanding eff orts. 
You should be proud of the courage and commitment you showed in sharing your ideas and speaking on 
topics that you are passionate about.

Whaea Mik

Year 8 Debating
Some of our Year 8’s had the privilege to try their hand at debating this term and competed in the North 
Canterbury Debating Competition. A lot of hard work from our tamariki learning the art of debating but 
also the structure and skill to develop strong arguments. Team One (Oli, Lucy and Darcy) had a fantastic 
debate against Broomfi eld and Team Two (Billie, Mollie and Hunter) made it all the way to the semi fi nals 
versing Woodend, Waipara and Leithfi eld. A special mention to King and Logan for being our teams time 
keeper and chairman for our home debates. A great display of Year 8 leadership from all involved.

Whaea Mik
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NZ Playhouse visits Hurunui College
Year 1-8 students were delighted to have New 
Zealand Playhouse perform ‘Puss in Gumboots’ for 
us! Teaching us the importance of community spirit 
and what it means to be the ‘somebody’ who creates 
positive change. 

Whaea Mik

This term, the Y9/10 Drama 
students have been experimenting 
with special eff ects make up! 

Check out a few examples of their 
excellent yet gruesome handiwork 

Julia Steel

Y9/10 Drama
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Year 9/10 Social Studies
This term the year 9s have learnt about various countries and cultures of the world. Moving across the 
globe between places such as Egypt, China, and Italy, the class have grown a good awareness of the 
cultural diff erences between countries. They have also produced some great creative works such some 
colourful Papua New Guinea masks. The fi nal assessment was an independent research activity on a 
country of their choice. The year 10s started the term by studying signifi cant people from across time and 
then moved into Human Rights. Though this the year 10s have developed a strong understanding of the 
30 Human Rights as per the UN and applying them in real world scenarios.

William Harnett
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Level 1 History
On the fi rst week of the term, the Level 1 History class visited the Air Force Museum in Christchurch. 
Supported by the museum’s education offi  cer, Chris Davey, the students reinforced their understanding 
of RNZAF’s involvement in the Pacifi c Theatre during WW2. Chris also allowed the students to dress up 
as modern pilots and took us all on a behind the scenes tour of the Wigram base. This experience greatly 
helped the year 11 students in passing their fi rst assessment later in the term.

William Harnett

Level 2/3 History

The Level 2/3 class have been working on their second assessment this term. The focus topic has 
been the 2001, September 11 attacks. The students have learnt about the origins of the attack through 
the Soviet-Afghan war, what happened the day of the attacks, and the fallout on a geopolitical level. 
They have also gained great knowledge on how this signifi cant event impacted New Zealand for many 
years afterwards.

William Harnett



Cross Country
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The sun was shining on May 11th for the Hurunui College Cross Country. It was a beautiful day with 
fantastic participation and team spirit on display from all of our students.

A huge congratulations to our top podium fi nishers:

1st Place  Stanley Savage (overall winner) and Eva Kelly
2nd Place Jack Savage and Cassie Earl
3rd Place Shea Kelly and Nellie Collis

Well done to everyone who hit the hill and gave it their all! 

Bronnie Gunn
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Events
Young Enterprise Pitch
Triple S presented their Dragons Den pitch to business gurus at the University of Canterbury. 
They did so well!

Phil Biddlecombe

& Juliet Theatre Trip
It was a fantastic night. A few music students 
were able to go and see this modern jukebox 
musical. Turning one of Will Shakespeare’s plays 
on its head and allowing Juliet to write her own 
ending. The students all had a fantastic time. 

Phil Biddlecombe

Careers Expo
Year 12 and 13 students had an excellent opportunity to discover and explore diff erent career paths 
at the most recent Careers Expo. 
The Agricultural industry and Defence Forces attracted our students a lot! 

Lauren Molhoek
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Hurunui Primary School Cross Country
Our students showed incredible determination, grit and school spirit while 
competing at the Hurunui Primary School Cross Country at the Scargill 
Domain. From our youngest runners giving their absolute all to our seniors 
pacing themselves like pros. A special congratulations to Stanley Savage 
who won the Year 8 Boys race, Cassie Earl who placed 2nd in the Year 8 
Girls race and Will Frame who placed 3rd in the Year 5 Boys race. These 
students, along with other students, qualifi ed for the Canterbury Primary 
Schools Cross Country.

Jenny Jackson Canterbury Primary School Cross Country
The Canterbury Primary Schools Cross Country 
Championships was held on June 17 2026, at the Ngā 
Puna Wai Sports Hub. It was an outstanding 
showcase of grit, determination, and exceptional 
sportspersonship from the region’s top young runners. 
Our students, Margot Rutherford, Will Frame, Nellie Collis, 
Billie Ramsey, Cassie Earl and Stanley Savage competed 
for the Hurunui area with pride and perseverance.

Outstanding Results!
Stanley Savage - 14/116 Year 8 Boys
Cassie Earl 56/111 Year 8 Girls

Jenny Jackson

Sport

Canterbury Secondary Schools Cross Country
Our secondary athletes also took to the fi eld on June 4th, heading to Ascot Park to represent the 
school at the Canterbury Secondary Schools Cross Country championships. Up against highly 
competitive regional fi elds, they gave it their absolute all:
 Eva Kelly (U16): An impressive top-half fi nish, placing 25th out of 51 runners.
 Macy Oberholzer (U16): Placed 49th out of 51 runners.
 Jack Savage (U19): Placed 50th out of 54 runners.
 Jack Dingle (U19): Placed 51st out of 54 runners.
A massive congratulations to all of our runners who represented the school so proudly over the last 
month. Your grit, training, and sportsmanship on the track have been fantastic to see!

Bronnie Gunn

NZAS Sport Tournament Selections 
On May 2nd and 3rd, eight of our talented students headed out to trial for the NZAS Sports Tournament 
in Murchison. Competition was tough, but we are incredibly proud to announce that the following 
students have been selected to represent our region at the upcoming tournament in Whangarei (June 
29th – July 2nd):

Basketball: Jamie Oberholzer
Rugby: Keygan Philp, Tanner Barton, and Jack Savage

A special mention goes out to Jack Philp, who was also selected for Rugby but unfortunately sustained 
an injury and is unable to participate. We wish Jack a very speedy recovery! 
A massive thank you to all of the generous sponsors who have supported our boys in getting to this 
tournament—your backing makes these opportunities possible for our students.

Bronnie Gunn
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We share our sincere thanks to our supporters through Fern Energy - Fuel for schools:
A C Sidey, Hanley Farming Company Limited, Pyramid Valley Trading Limited, BM & KM Forrester, 

Leach Farming Ltd, D & K Quigley Partnership, J & J Savage Partnership 
If you use Fern Energy and would like to join the fuel for schools programme, 

please contact them directly 0800 99 99 89



Shave for a Cure 2026 
We share a massive *Well Done* to Toby and the incredible group of students and staff , who bravely 
shaved their heads for Shave for a Cure! Thanks to their incredible dedication (and some very generous 
donors), they raised over $4,000 for blood cancer support, landing our school in the top ten school group 
of fundraisers nationwide. While they might be feeling the winter chill on their newly bald heads right now, 
they should feel incredibly warm inside knowing they’ve made a massive diff erence!


